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Florence at the 2019 National Rally 

Will you see her at the 2021 Broken Hill National Rally? 
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Robin Hull has passed away 

Deepest sympathy to Barbara Hull whose long 

time companion and closest friend, her hus-

band Robin passed away in hospital last Satur-

day morning. Family, friends and Riley Motor 

Club members will greatly miss this champion 

of men. Always cordial and always willing to 

offer advice and practical help Robin was an 

inspiration to many.  

Robin was taken to hospital on Wednesday 

last week. He died on Saturday at only 79 

years of age. In the end it was a blessed re-

lease from a body that had become too frail  

for his robust soul. 

The memorial service will occur at the Decep-

tion Bay crematorium at 10 AM on Friday 

morning 12th March.  

We salute a great friend and Vintage Car en-

thusiast. Pictured below, Robin in his garage. 

 

The Editor appreciates receiving articles by the 21st of the month 
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February meetings 

Above: Chris Reynolds, Mark Baldock,     

Matthew French and Ian Henderson 

The Queensland Riley Motor club held its 2021 

AGM on Sunday 14
th
 February. Twenty one 

members were present. Chris Reynolds provid-

ed a detailed report in which he highlighted the 

club activities during 2020 and acknowledged 

the contributions made by the committee.  It 

was a particularly unpredictable year with 

COVID-19 restrictions preventing the National 

Rally from going ahead and temporarily restrict-

ing our activities, yet a number of very enjoya-

ble club activities were held including outings to 

the interior of the state and the Bunya moun-

tains. 

Mark Baldock was particularly singled out for 

his contribution to the club in running of the 

spare parts department. He was very appropri-

ately awarded the Conrod trophy for his out-

standing work not only in the provision of new 

parts but in his record keeping and sale of sec-

ond hand parts. Mark has resigned from his po-

sition and the opportunity to serve the club as 

Spare Parts officer was made available to other 

club members. 

The election of  office bearers resulted in  Da-

vid Maudsley accepting the Spare Parts folio. 

Ian Henderson accepted the role of club regis-

trar and the club captain’s position was left va-

cant. All other positions were retained by the 

incumbent officers. Congratulations to Chris 

Reynolds for his leadership during a challeng-

ing year. 

The February monthly meeting followed and 
during this meeting club members expressed 

their anticipation for a year of interesting and 
varied activities including the National Rally 
at Broken Hill. During this meeting Katherine 
Collins and Bill and Maria White prepared a 
delicious BBQ with a salad and members 
partook of food and fellowship into the after-
noon.  

Above : Our shed co-ordinator Trevor Tay-
lor with Greg May in the foreground 

Our shed co-ordinator received the following 
commendation to those who prepared the 
meal: 

Hi Trevor,  

I would like to say how much I enjoyed the post 
AGM BBQ. The food was delicious and Bill, 
Katherine and Maria did a superb job. 
It was a delicious BBQ lunch with kebabs, beef 
patties and gourmet sausages. The salad was 
plenteous and the dessert to die for. Lots of 
nice dressings to choose from - a fabulous feed 
for only a fiver too! 
Please pass on my thanks to the volunteers - 
they all did a great job. 
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Club Activities during March 

Tuesday Morning 2nd: Riley Tinkerers at the 

Clubhouse, Samford. Restoration activities, 

friendship and technical advice. BYO lunch and 

drinks. Tea and coffee provided 

Sunday 7th 12 noon: Presidents Run to 
Gold Coast Motor Museum, 107 Kreideman 
Rd, Upper Coomera. Entrance fee is $20 for 
adults or $15 for seniors. Meet at the venue at 
12 noon, or join us en route at 10.30 am at the 
BP truck stop, Jacobs Well, Stapleton on the 
motorway. 
  
There is a restaurant at the museum (Staneys 
Restaurant) with meals available at about $22. 
The restaurant is open for lunch until 3pm. 
 

Tuesday Morning 9th: Riley Tinkerers at the 

Clubhouse, Samford. Restoration activities, 

friendship and technical advice. BYO lunch and 

drinks. Tea and coffee provided 

 

Thursday 11th 8 PM. Monthly Meeting 

of the RMCQ at the Riley Clubhouse, 

38 Showgrounds Drive, Highvale 

4520, Samford Show Grounds.   

Tuesday Morning 16th, 23rd and 30th: Riley 

Tinkerers at the Clubhouse, Samford. Restora-

tion activities, friendship and technical advice. 

BYO lunch and drinks. Tea and coffee provided 

Riley events program for 2021  Chris Reynolds 

We are still seeking a nomination for the Club 

Captain’s position, however a tentative event 

program has been put together for the year.  

April: 

Tuesday 6
th
 General Meeting, 11 am at 

Club Rooms. Sausage Sizzle to follow 

(Gold Coin donation) 

Sunday 11
th
 Club Run to Phil Wyllie’s gar-

age 

Sunday 18
th
 Breakfast Run 

May: 

10-16
th
  National Rally in Broken Hill 

?  Club run/Breakfast run  

There will be no General Meeting in May 

June: 

Thursday 10
th
 General Meeting, 8pm at 

Club Rooms 

?  Club Run and Breakfast run  

July 

Tuesday 6
th
 General Meeting, 11am at Club 

Rooms. Sausage Sizzle to follow (Gold 

Coin) 

Sat 10-Sun 11
th
 Samford show. Invitation 

to attend and display cars 

Sat 17-Sun 18
th
 Club run to Warwick 

Jumpers and Jazz. Car display on 18
th
 in 

Warwick. 

August: 

Thursday 12
th
 General Meeting, 8pm in 

Club Rooms 

?  Club run and Breakfast run  

September: 

Tuesday 7
th
 General Meeting, 11am in Club 

Rooms. Sausage Sizzle to follow (Gold 

Coin) 

?  Club run and Breakfast run  

October: 

Thursday 14
th
 General Meeting, 8pm in 

Club Rooms 

?  Club run and Breakfast run  

November: 

Tuesday 2
nd

 General Meeting, 11am in Club 

Rooms. Sausage Sizzle to follow (Gold 

Coin) 

?  Club run and Breakfast run  

December: 

Thursday 9
th
 General Meeting, 8pm in Club 

Rooms 

?  Breakfast run to Pit Stop Cafe, 

Mount Mee 

?  Club Christmas Celebration 
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Rex Redding - a Maleny local and his interest in early motor cars 

A friend brought Rex to visit the Treehaven 

retirement home. He thought that Rex might 

be interested in seeing the Rileys parked in 

the garage. Unfortunately, it was one of those 

rare occasions when I was not at home. Later I 

visited him, and Rex told me some of the story 

of his life with early motor cars.. He was born 

and grew up in Dalby. His Dad died shortly af-

ter Rex was born. He had two brothers and 

because his mother had no assets at the time 

of her husband’s death they moved into his 

grandmother’s home. Rex told me that he 

started working on engines when he was 6 

years old, but not to repair them. The first en-

gine he played with was a Napier. It had alu-

minium pistons and a large aluminium sump. 

The intent was to sell the aluminium  to the 

scrap merchant.  

Above: A recent photo of Rex Redding 

At the age of 14 Rex finished school because 

his mother could not afford the cost of continu-

ing his education. Fortunately for Rex the 

headmaster cared about his welfare and said 

that if he came back on the following Wednes-

day, he would try to do something for him. The 

headmaster found him an apprenticeship as a 

mechanic with Carbry and Wilson  in Dalby. It 

was 1949. His first experience with mechanical 

work was with Talbot, Worsley and Morris 

cars. It was prior to Mini Minors and Morris 

1000’s were popular. He said that the Morris 

1000’s were about the best that they sold. Rex 

continued to work for Carbry and Wilson until 

after  WW2.  

Fuels and oils were of a very different quality 

in those days, he said.  It was not unusual for 

a valve grind after 8,000 miles and new rings 

at 15 or 16,000 miles. If a crankshaft was sus-

pected of having a crack in it, he said, ‘I would 

hit it with a piece of wood. If it had a crack it 

would make a dull sound’. Sometimes, if a 

crank shaft could not be sourced a cracked 

crankshaft would be kept in service and it 

could last a further several thousands of miles. 

Above: A replica veteran Mercedes Tricycle 

made by Rex 

 

His second position was with Webb and Co. 
They were the local Riley, Worsley and Morris 
agents. Without any encouragement from me 
Rex said that the Riley engine was the best of 
the engines that he worked on in those days. 
There were a few Rileys around town. One be-
longed to the local policeman and the other 
two included at least one roadster. These had 
been purchased for the sons of a  sheep 
farmer whose surname was McKlennan. It was 
in the days  when farmers made a good in-
come from wool. The McKlennan’s lived at 
Oakey Creek out of Dalby on the way to the 
Central plains. 
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Rex said that he did a number of maintenance 

tasks on the Rileys. Because of the rough-

ness of the dirt roads timber framed cars had 

a tough life. The roadster back end would 

shake around until the car began to fall apart. 

He said it only lasted three years. Pathfinders  

lasted longer  because they were all steel. He 

said the agent only sold a few of them. At the 

time he owned a BMC Pathfinder. 

The policeman who owned the RMB regularly 

brought the car to the garage for mainte-

nance. On one occasion Rex was tasked with 

doing a valve grind. The Policeman was not 

happy with Rex’s work because the Riley 

would not do 100 mph. so he took it back three 

times for Rex to improve the Riley’s perfor-

mance. He said he would not pay for the work  

unless the car would reach the magical 100 

mph mark. Rex arranged to have the Riley for 

two days to get it up to speed. Of course, 

RMBs won’t do 100 mph so Rex took the 

speedo out and shifted the needle so that when 

the Riley was doing 85 mph the speedo needle 

pointed to the triple figures. He said the needle 

was loaded to return to zero. It did not return as 

quickly but it did rest on zero. After returning 

the car, the policeman got it up to 100 mph and 

he was happy. Rex said that the boss was a bit 

shifty and approved of what was done.  

Above: Another of Rex’s replicas 

Following retirement Rex turned his attention to 
replicating veteran motor cars. He has built  4  
very early Mercedes replicas. His expertise in-
cluded manufacturing the engines, building the 
frames and setting up the drive train. The gears 
were cut by a Brisbane engineer and the seats 
were upholstered by another local.  For some 
time he took the children from the Maleny Pri-
mary School for joy rides in them but as safety  
restrictions came into play the joy rides were 
discontinued. These replicas now live in the 
Toowoomba museum. 

 

Forced break in at the club house 

There has been a forced entry made to the Ri-
ley Club Shed sometime after the AGM on the 
14th Feb and the weekly gathering on Tuesday 
the 17th.  

Above: The roller door was repaired suffi-
ciently to be secured until police could visit 
and replacement could be organised 

Only a small amount of petty cash, some cold 
soft drinks and the spare parts computer were 
taken. Police have attended and taken finger-
print evidence. The damaged roller door will be 
replaced and extra security added.  
Trevor. Shed coordinator. 
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RMA repair and preparation for road worthiness by Matthew French 

Above: The RMA find being recovered by 
Matthew French in November last year 
 
This is not a restoration story as such, rather it 
is about a clean up and a preparation to put 
the RMA back on the road.  
 
I have removed the head to clean out the block 
and check the pistons and bores. The same 
has been done for the sump. This has been 
removed in order  to look at the sediment and 
clean it out.  
 
The head was machined to 0.040” and the 
valve seats were machined. The valves that 
were in the head were like new, as were the 
valve guides. 

I have a new wiring harness on the way from 
UK, a new radiator ordered. Hub seals to re-
place and check bearings and rebuild brakes 
are other projects. 
 
Unfortunately, the original (fubar) inlet manifold 
was aluminium, but the only replacement avail-
able was cast iron. I felt that some lightness 
needed to be added in attempt to replicate the 
original but this was not possible 

 
In a similar vein, the new water pump pulley 
was also improved. This included the fitting of 
an  electric fan as these are much more effi-
cient than the original set up. To cope with 
possible increased electric loads, I have cho-
sen to fit an alternator and made a B section 
pulley to suit. I have to say, I do have one 
friend who states that generators are the fu-
ture. He also claims the Pathfinder is a Riley 
and drinks XXXX beer so I have decided to 
disregard his advice on the grounds he is not 
fit to make these type of decrees. 
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Setting up the body of RMB 60S5742  

Above: RMB 60 S 5742 sitting square and 

straight on the chassis 

Setting up the timber frame and fitting the body 

on a chassis is perhaps the hardest thing to 

achieve well when restoring a post war Riley. 

The quality of a build can always be recog-

nised by the gaps around the doors and how 

straight the ‘K’ pillars and quarter panels are. 

That is why, at car shows, experienced body 

builders will always look at the gaps around the 

doors and bonnets first. So how do you 

achieve the best result? I say the best result 

because perfection has always been the unre-

alizable goal, but there are some things that 

any person can do to get the best results that 

they can achieve. It should also be said that 

doing the build to the best of your ability should 

be the goal and accepting the outcomes alt-

hough not perfect is a great achievement. 

The first thing is to build on a straight and un-

molested chassis. Every Riley has a history. 

Sometimes, what looks like a straight Riley 

turns out to have covered or hidden faults. A 

few Rileys have been in head on accidents, but 

the worst ones to repair are those that have 

been ‘T’ boned. My first RM had been ‘T’ 

boned and in my innocence, the Riley body 

was built on a bent chassis. It had been hit 

very hard on the driver’s side rear door. The 

door itself had been repaired with lead and the 

chassis had been straightened, but not quite so 

the support plate for the front driver’s side of 

the tub section was ½ an inch lower than on 

the passenger side. More subtle was the twist 

in the chassis which only came to light when 

driving on the Karrakatta Army base and the 

trunnion separated from the yoke. It was the 

best braking that I ever had in an RM as the 

rear axle with the Torquetube slammed back-

wards and the rear brake rods were pulled on 

hard. 

Since then, when building a Riley the chassis  

has been set out on a flat slab and a string line 

has been employed to check squareness of the 

chassis by running the line from the front right 

corner to the rear left corner and then on the 

opposite corners and then with the chassis on 

stands the use of a plumb bomb has made cer-

tain the heights of the body support plates. I 

think that Cliff Goodman gave me that advice 

after the Karrakatta incident. And Chris Gilbert 

gave me another chassis that he had rescued 

from being thrown onto a Perth tip. Over a 

week between Christmas and New Years day 

the body was lifted off the twisted chassis and 

mounted on the straight one along with the en-

gine support, steering, brake parts and ex-

haust. This is not an exercise for the feint 

hearted as it involves a lot of work.  

Below: Bumper bar support bars centred in 

their openings is an important feature of 
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More recently a Riley has been rebuilt using 
an engine cradle purchased from Ian Hender-
son. This Riley had been in a heavy front end 
smash, the engine support cradle had been 
repaired and the evidence covered by bog and 
black paint. The damage remained hidden to 
me until the radiator was taken out. Although 
his nose was heavily struck the chassis re-
mained straight.  

This brings us to RMB 60S5742. In last 
month’s Torquetube a story was related about 
a smash that this Riley had suffered. The dam-
age sustained suggests that the impact was 
from  the front passenger side at about 45 de-
grees as the ‘B’ pillar was bowed and the 
hinge plate was bent towards the rear of the 
Riley. At this stage, the front passenger side 
door has been replaced, the ‘B’ pillar straight-
ened, and the chassis checked for square-
ness. The rebuild from there included fitting 
the tub section, ‘B’ pillars and doors. This arti-
cle is about setting the ‘A’ pillars up on packing 
in relationship to the body support plates on 

both sides so that the ‘A’ pillars, ‘B’ pillars and 
tub support mounts ‘C’ and ‘D’ provide a 
straight body on the chassis with even gaps 
around all four doors.  

Above: ‘A’ pillars on their ‘k’ panel showing 
the packing (recycled plastic cutting 

The packing on the driver’s side: 

‘A’ pillar on the              ‘B’ pillar                              ‘C’                                        ‘D’                                                                                           

‘K’ panel                        centre of doors               front tub support                  rear tub support 

 ½ inch                            ¾ inch                            7/16ths inch                       13/16
th
 inch 

And on the passenger side: 

‘A’                                        ‘B’                                         ‘C’                                    ‘D’ 

9/16
th
 inch                           15/16

th
 inch                           ¼ inch                             5/8

th
 inch 

To make the body level on the chassis and 
have the rear bumper bar support bars come 
out of the body in the middle of their body 
openings, a ¼ of an inch of packing was taken 
off the ‘A’ and ‘B’  plates, 1/8

th
 was taken off 

the ‘C’ plates and ½ an inch was taken off the 
‘D’ plates. After that the ‘A’ pillars packing was 
adjusted so that the quarter panels fitted up to 
the doors with ¼ inch gap with the front of the 
quarter panel fitting level with the front of the 
upright scuttle timbers. This meant that some 
of the packing went back under the ‘K’ panels 
at the ‘A’ pillars and the packing under ‘B’, ‘C’ 
and ‘D’ adjusted to suit. All of the gaps around 
the doors were more or less a 1/8

th
  of an inch. 

That seemed to be a suitable result  so the rest 
of the day involved welding up the bolt holes 
and rust openings in the quarter panels and 

window surround.  

Below: On three or four RMs bolts have 
been fitted through the quarter panel to the 
‘k’ panel to re-enforce the front end after rot 
has set in. Similar damage has been seen 
on the door jams. 
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On the next day, the knee timbers were fitted 

to suit the position of the quarter panels and 

then the corner pieces were made and fitted. 

The quarter panels were then fitted over the 

timbers and pinned in place.  

Above: The paint was from a sample pot 

that was sitting on a shelf. It highlights the 

shapes quite well. 

The front window surround has always been 

an enigma for me. They are ‘devilishly’ difficult 

to fit well. On the first attempt the driver’s side 

was fitted over the ‘A ‘ pillar first and then the 

passenger side was folded over it’s ‘A’ pillar. It 

sat proud of the pillar and the impediment 

could not be located. No matter what was 

done, there was no way that it could be per-

suaded to sit neatly against the pillar and 

against the top scuttle timbers. After a few at-

tempts, a reversal of the fit was considered. 

The passenger side was fitted first and then 

the driver’s side was folded over the ‘A’ pillar. It 

fell into place perfectly. Why? I have no idea, 

but it fitted and that is all that matters.  

Below: The windscreen surround trial fitted 

The top window rail had previously been fitted 
onto the later RM steel backing with its inset 
sun visor and the roof rail. It was the first time 
that it was closely examined and immediately it 
was realised that the top window rail was 
made up of rotten timber and bog and it was 
not the right shape. Later when discussing the 
issue with Marshall, it was learned that the pre-
vious owner had made up the two ends of the 
rail and tried to fit it without talking off the win-
dow surround. Very interesting. The rest of the 
day was therefore redirected to cutting out the 
three pieces that make up the top window rail 
and fitting it across the top of the ‘A’ pillars. 
The window surround was refitted and the tim-
bers fitted well together, so the metal sun visor 
inset and the roof rail was fitted.  

Above: The top window rail fitted and 
clamped into place with the roof rail and 
sun visor steel attached 

The roof was another interesting challenge. 
One side was filled with lead to take the place 
of the cant rail and the rear had been cut so 
that it had no curves to fit against the rear win-
dow frame and the two rear corners had been 
cut with a thin cutting off blade into a fan shape 
presumably to get it to fit against the rear cor-
ner blocks. In short, it was in a mess and it was 
put aside with the view to dropping it off  at the 
Maleny tip. Fortunately another roof was lan-
guishing under the house  waiting to be re-
turned to it’s natural home. It was rescued to 
fulfil its life purpose on Marshall’s Riley. Fol-
lowing a clean up and respray, Marshall 
helped lay it on the roof to complete this thing 
of beauty – the RMB.  
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 RM 60 S 5742 was now almost complete with 
a new roof.  

Above: The roof placed roughly in position. 

Notice the central cut in the roof rail. It was 

a close fit 

Yet to do was the front door jams. Currently 
one of them  has rotted out at the catch and 
another door jam that had a rotted bottom was 

recovered to make a whole one. There is also  
the lead wiping but this was a task for another 
day. 

Above: The roof  being fitted.  Note the 
curved roof piece sitting against the rear 
window frame  

 

Trial fitting of a Riley 9 engine 

Above: Riley 9 block dating: 21-7-30 

When the Riley 9 engine was finally home 

from the machinist Matthew French made the 

very kind offer to come up the hill to trial fit the 

components into the Riley 9 block. He said 

that it was easier to assemble the engine on a 

bench rather than on an engine stand because 

the crank  extended quite a distance past the 

rear of the engine block. Coming from the per-

spective of only building RM engines, the idea 

of building an engine on a bench top was unu-

sual. In fact, the engine was mounted on its 

rear end on blocks of timber.  

This allowed the crank shaft to be threaded 

through the bottom of the block (the sump) 

through the front opening and then into the 

rear bearing. That was what was explained by 

the machinist and Matthew said that he had 

never done that before as the original crank 

shafts fitted through the front opening. 

But this crank was different. It was an arrow 
crank and much bulkier than the original Riley 
cranks and in order to fit it a slight cut out was 
made in the  front opening for the crank to be 
passed up through the sump opening and up  
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through the front opening and then down into 
its position. In fact, we fiddled with the crank 
for a few minutes before Matthew found the 
right angle and position for the crank to pass 
through the narrow opening. But the method 
worked. The aluminium timing case with the 
front bearing then fitted neatly over the crank 
into its position on the front of the block and 
bolts were employed to fix it into place. At that 
point Matthew pointed out that the block actu-
ally came with the timing case studs but I had 
probably removed them prior to taking the en-
gine to the machinist 15 months previously and 
I had no idea what I had done with them. 

Above: The crank in position with the cut 
out to allow the crank to pass through the 
opening and back down on the rear bearing 

With the crank in position, the block was taken 
off the timber block and laid on a sheet of ply in 
its upright position. The block was then spun 
around, and the fly wheel was trial fitted. This 
entailed searching through the nuts and bolts 
until the nut was found for the rear end of the 
crank.  

Sadly, it had been removed with the use of a 
cold chisel and looked quire sad. The woodruff 
key was then fitted into its slot and the fly 
wheel placed over the end of the crank. It was 
then discovered that the flywheel could not be 
fitted over the key. Previously the machinist 
had been instructed to open up the flywheel to 
fit over the larger diameter of the Arrow crank. 
This had been done but the slot for the wood-
ruff key had not been made deeper for the fly-
wheel to fit over it. As we contemplated this 
reality, it was decided that the woodruff key 
should not be cut down to fit as not enough of 
it would protrude out of the crank shaft slot to 
adequately extend into the flywheel. This 
meant that more machining was necessary.  

Below: The crank fitted and seen from 
through the sump. 

 

The Woodruff key was then removed, and the 
flywheel fitted onto the end of the crank and 
the damaged nut employed to tighten it against 
the tapered end of the crankshaft. It fitted into 
its correct position, but it was noticed that the 
taper in the  flywheel did not exactly corre-
spond with the crank and the crank came to 
rest against a high spot on the flywheel. 
Thankfully there was enough area in contact 
that it was deemed sufficient by Matthew.  
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Above: The flywheel in situ without the 

woodruff key fitted 

The crank was then removed, and the rear oil 

pump gear was examined. This is the gear that 

has the two conrods that fit to the oil pump pis-

tons. The teeth were worn to a fairly sharp pro-

file so two other intermediate gears were 

looked at. Both of these had much less wear 

on their teeth, but the one that was complete 

had a bent conrod and the other one had loose 

big end openings. Matthew explained that the 

centre could be pressed out and a better cen-

tre pressed in with the best of the conrods. 

This was set aside as a future project.  

Above: The oil pump and the oil pump gear 

with its con-rods 

There were two oil pump bodies with pistons, 

and these were examined to notice which were 

the best specimens and in the end the best of 

the pistons were  placed into the best pump 

body.  

It was then time to look at the oil delivery 
pipes.  This was another new thing for me as 
the post war engines had internal galleries 
drilled through the block and into the crank and 
rocker gears. The pipes were complete, and 
Matthew demonstrated how they all fitted to-
gether. They made quite a smart piece of mod-
ernistic sculpture and it was speculated that 
Percy had an artistic streak in his engineering 
mind. The Arrow crank had its own conrods 
and slipper bearings so a conversation ensued 
about where a filter should be fitted. Edward 
had a spin on filter fitted into the sump. It was 
a clever idea and hidden from view but was 
difficult to remove and replace. In fact, on the 
few times that it had been replaced with new  
filters the sump had to be removed at the filter 
wrench slipped on the oily filter body. It was 
thought that the oil filter was better fitted exter-
nally which meant that another opening need 
to be cut through the side of the block and per-
haps the block would need further machining 
to make a straight surface for the oil pipe to 
the filter to fit squarely and seal against the in-
ternal block wall.  

Above 
and         
adjacent: 

The oil de-
livery 
pipes are 
a curiosity   
and quite 
unique 
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Another issue was the cam shafts. Although I 

remembered that the machinist was given ver-

bal instructions to have the lobes built up and 

machined it was not in the original written in-

structions and they had forgotten to do it. They 

were trial fitted anyway and Matthew demon-

strated  how they were fitted with their bushes.  

Unfortunately, the exhaust bush was broken, 

and this was another thing that needed to go 

onto my shopping list to complete the project.  

Above: The cam bushes 

The crank gear with its nut was fitted then the 

cam shaft gears were trial fitted. They went on 

easily and the timing marks were clearly 

marked.  

During the process of examining the parts 

Matthew pointed out the date markings on the 

block. They were located just below the top of 

the block on the exhaust side. The date of ma-

chining was. 21 of May 1930.  

The head  had hardened valve seats fitted as 

the original seats had recessed into the head 

and these looked good. The only issue with 

the head was that there were hairline cracks 

through the rocker box stud openings. This 

meant that the rocker boxes could not be firm-

ly bolted down onto the head and the tappets 

could not be set with any confidence that they 

would maintain their gaps. Matthew suggested 

that  laser welding would provide the least 

amount of heat and distortion so again that will 

be a task when an opportunity arises to visit a 

specialist welder.  

Above: A rocker box stud opening 

The whole project was about learning the art 
of assembling a Riley 9 engine. The trial fitting 
gave me that learning. The particular differ-
ences about this Riley 9 lay in threading the 
Arrow crank into the block, seeing how the oil 
galleries fitted together and what modifications 
needed to be made to fit an external oil filter. 
More about that in a later edition of Torque-
tube. 
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For sale 

Stan Brown came to Australia with Donald Campbell for his record attempt.  I'm told that he was 
a master craftsman and worked on Bluebird's bodywork.  Deciding to stay in Australia, he set up 
shop in Sydney. 
 
The central tub of my Imp was fashioned by him, and is a well-crafted tub of aluminium on a 
steel frame.  Because the rest of the car is so original, I've had a replacement tub built by Blue 
Ribbon Riley to original specifications on a timber frame.  
 
Someone might find the steel framed tub useful for a special or to use the aluminium to re-sheet 
a wooden tub and I'd like to advertise it.  I've no idea what it might be worth and would like to re-
quest expressions of interest. I've attached some photographs for your perusal.  I will welcome 
your insight as to whether it is possible to advertise it in our gazette and whether/how  might get 
it publicised interstate? 
 
Regards and thanks, 
Syd 

syd reinhardt +61 (0) 418 180 418 
syd@reinhardts.net 

 

 

Editorial 

Matthew French passed the information to me 

and so the usual place for the editorial was 

changed to remember a great friend and fellow 

Queensland Riley Motor Club member, Robin 

Hull who passed away last Saturday. Next 

month’s Torquetube will contain a few details 

about his interest in classic and not so classic 

cars . 

The month has been busy. As you have al-

ready noticed most of the stories took place in 

the Treehaven retirement garage. Thank you to 

Matthew French who broke up the monotony 

with a brief update on his preparation to road 

worthy his RMA.   

The NSW National rally organizing committee 

have announced that the National rally will go 

ahead 10 –16 May, COVID-19 outbreaks per-

mitting.  Matthew French intends to drive his 

RMA to the rally, Chris Reynolds, Greg and 

Yvonne May, maybe Ken Lonie, Southern 

Queensland member, David Sawtell and the 

Wyllie-Wheelers intend to participate. Perhaps 

you will attend also?  

You may consider the editor to be a Riley tragic 

but the most exciting event of March has got to 

be the trial fitting of his Riley 9 engine. 

mailto:syd@reinhardts.net

