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Editorial 

Two interesting responses occurred after the 

last Torquetube. First, a member  expressed 

disappointment because his advertisement 

was not published. I sincerely apologise that it 

was not published but I did not receive it. It is 

important to send  all correspondence to  the 

editor:  philip.w.wyllie@gmail.com.  

Second,  Henry Criddle emailed me with the 

offer of Riley 9 Mark 3 bits. Henry doesn’t 

know much about Rileys so he sent a photo of 

a 1931 Riley 9 Mark 4 that was advertised for 

sale by Frank of Carnforth Cumbria, England 

via classic car sales. Henry is likely to live 

somewhere on the subcontinent. You can con-

tact him on henrycriddle2@gmail.com. So Tor-

quetube is being read by a very wide audi-

ence.  The Riley 9 ‘parts car’ advertised by 

Henry is published on page 3 

The part I am looking for is a brake adjustment 

turnbuckle and is only found on a Mk 3. So 

Henry, if you have a 1927 turnbuckle that is 

not connected to a Riley owned by somebody 

else I am interested.  

 

The Editor appreciates receiving articles by the 21st of the month 
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July activities 

Tuesday Morning 6th Riley Tinkerers at the 

Clubhouse, Samford. Restoration activities, 

friendship and technical advice.  Tea and cof-

fee provided. 

Tuesday 6th 11 am Monthly Meeting 

of the RMCQ at the Riley Clubhouse, 

38 Showgrounds Drive, Highvale 

4520, Samford Show Grounds.   

 Sausage Sizzle to follow (Gold Coin 

donation) 

Sat 10-Sun 11
th

 Samford show. Invitation 

to attend and display cars 

Tuesday Morning 13th:  Riley Tinkerers at 

the Clubhouse, Samford. Restoration activities, 

friendship and technical advice.  Tea and cof-

fee provided 

Sat 17-Sun 18
th

 Club run to Warwick 

Jumpers and Jazz festival. Car display on 18
th
 

in Warwick. The event includes the Grand Au-

tomobile Display on Sunday 18 July. We in-

tend to make a visit to this display a club run 

for July one year; it is well worthwhile.  

Tuesday Morning 20th and 27th:  Riley Tink-

erers at the Clubhouse, Samford. Restoration 

activities, friendship and technical advice.  Tea 

and coffee provided 

 

Anyone interested in buying this little 

beauty? $250,000 or nearest offer. Re-

cently restored and proved. Recently 

returned from the National Rally at Bro-

ken Hill.  Email Henry at henrycrid-

dle2@gmail.com. 

 

Only kidding Greg 
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Wedding of Angela Henderson to Troy Granzien by Ian Henderson 

Last month my eldest daughter, Angela, was 
married to Troy Granzien, a fine young man 
from Toogoolawah and of course we had Ri-
leys as wedding cars. I’d like to acknowledge 
the good work put in by my co-driver Mark 
Baldock who apart from preparing and provid-
ing his immaculate 2 ½, also assisted in get-
ting my Roadster up to scratch beforehand. As 
an added touch, Mark turned up resplendent in 
suit, cap and white driving gloves. But, why is 
he trying to hide his face?    
 
It all added to a fantastic wedding and I could-
n’t have done it without him. Apart from Mark 
and Jan, guests included Brian and Lyn Jack-
son, so a respectable part of the reception was 
spent discussing cars in general and Rileys in 
particular. 
Thanks again Mark. 
 

They were married in the Apostolic church in 
Coorparoo where Ange’s great grandparents 
were married in 1891. (It was a Methodist 
church then.) 
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A work in progress by Matthew French 

There are many components that make up a 

motor car. There is the electrical, fuel, mechan-

ical, brake, cooling and instruments that need 

to be attended to. In the case of Matthew 

French’s RMA, despite its almost pristine con-

dition when purchased much needed to be 

done. In a previous article, it was reported that 

the head had been removed to check the 

valves and valve seats, a wiring harness from 

Autosparks had been ordered with extra wires 

for indicators, the tyres had been replaced, the 

brake system had been disassembled and lots 

of TLC had been put into reviving the leather 

seating. This article is written to offer a few ide-

as to current and would be restorers about im-

provements or variations on the original equip-

ment fitted to post war RMAs. 

RMAs have a single leader shoe on the front 

brakes, and these have been replaced by RMB 

backing plates with twin leading shoes to in-

crease braking efficiency. This is a conversion 

that many RMA custodians try to achieve ac-

counting for the shortage of front brake assem-

blies in second-hand Riley stores around Aus-

tralia. The wheel cylinders were removed and 

re-sleeved as part of the  rebuild and the mas-

ter cylinder was replaced with a three bolt RMB 

cylinder. And the flexible brake hoses were re-

placed with new ones from the RM club in the 

UK. 

The radiator has been removed and it and the 

hoses replaced, and a brass thermostat hous-

ing fitted onto the engine head. This was a little 

more difficult than expected as the base of the 

housing fouled with the rocker covers.  

This necessitated further machining to achieve 

a comfortable fit with sufficient clearance to re-

move and replace the rocker covers as re-

quired. The fan was removed, and the pully 

machined to remove the fan belt pully. This has 

since been replaced with an electrical fan. 

The generator has been replaced with an alter-
nator and since the alternator has an inbuilt 
regulator the original was removed and re-
placed with a fuse box with an increased ca-
pacity to fuse the headlamps.  

Above: The alternator  with autosparks wir-
ing harness visible 

The head lamps have also been replaced in 
order to make use of modern easily available 
globes and these have been fitted so that the 
difference is hardly noticeable. The connec-
tions for the side lamps have been replaced 
with double filament lamps so the lamps could 
be utilized as indicators as well as  retaining 
their original function. To increase safety in the 
rear, the taillights and the indicator lights have 
been incorporated into a steel bodied unit that 
fits onto the overriders.  
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As an extra precaution another stop light has 
been fitted inside the rear window. A power 
wire was also incorporated into the electrical 
system to power a satnav and recharge a mo-
bile telephone. 

.The  oil filter housing with its inlet and outlet 

pipes and their banjo connections have been 

removed and a straight-out hose that connects 

to a remote oil filter housing that takes a spin 

on filter has been fitted to the inner skirt of the 

driver’s side mudguard. The reasoning behind 

this modification is two-fold. First the banjo 

connections create an impediment for the free 

flow of oil and second the spin on filter high up 

makes a cleaner and easier filter change. 

Above: The oil filter housing can be seen 

attached to the inner guard. 

The exhaust manifold has been replaced with 

an extractor assembly. Sadly, this needed to 

be significantly modified to fit. In the first in-

stance the base that fits against the head was 

too high, so it fouled on the angled rise to the 

rocker cover. 

Below: The extractor fitted and also visible 

the replacement fuse box on the scuttle 

wall 

 And second, the extractor openings did not 

line up with the exhaust ports. This means that 

any enthusiast who wants to use these extrac-

tors would need to have some machining ca-

pacity to fit them. 

A safety precaution was the installation of  a 
total cut out switch on the inside of the scuttle 
shelf behind the dashboard. This was fitted 
within easy reach of the driver in case of acci-
dent or an electrical short.  

And then the last thing done was to incorpo-
rate an electrically operated rev counter in 
place of the instrument board clock.  

Above: The tachometer fits very nicely into 
the instrument board 

There is probably another month required to 
complete the rebuild but it will be ready soon 
for reliable motoring and club outings and may-
be a spin to Margaret River for the next nation-
al rally. 

(Editor: The article was written to offer ideas 
for the restorer and on the next page is listed 
the sources for the parts fitted). 
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Making and fitting out an RMC dashboard 

The dash sections were gifted to this project 

by Ross McOmish. He had more than one set 

made for his roadster, and he had the best 

ones fitted to his Riley. That is not to say that 

the panels gifted were poor examples. They 

are in very good condition. The central panel 

had been cut out to receive the instruments, 

but the driver side panel did not have the 

openings for the ignition and light switch, pet-

rol tank switch or the control knobs with their 

rebates in the central panel.  The original 

dashboard had fretted because of summer hu-

midity and the veneer had lifted in splinters. It 

could have been saved by removing the ve-

neer and new veneer could have been glued 

into its place, but why would you do that when 

there were perfectly good ones given without 

strings attached. This is another example of 

one Riley person helping out another Riley 

person without charge. Thank you, Ross. 

Above: The openings for the ignition, fuel 

switch and ignition warning light 

The centre points of the switches and control 
knobs were carefully measured and marked 
on the timber. A timber cut out was used to cut 
the openings for the Ignition warning light, igni-
tion switch and the petrol switch. To make the 
rebates for the control knobs, the timber from 
one of the control knob openings was fitted 
onto the drill and a larger hole cutting saw bit 
fitted to the drill and the timber was cut to the 
depth required for the control knob nut to fit 
onto threaded body of the knob. Excess mate-
rial was removed using a sharp chisel. The an-
gled timber that links the three pieces of the 
dashboard were screwed to the outside edges 
of the central panel and then the two outside 
pieces were screwed to the angled timber.  

Below: The stepped cut outs for the control 
knobs 

With the dash assembly completed, the dash 
was sprayed with CFP,a timber floor estapol 
that hardens beyond what is needed for a 
dashboard. The CFP was thinned using miner-
al turpentine sufficient for the fluid to flow 
through the spray gun. After several coats had 
dried the surface was smoothed using a fine 
wet and dry and then sprayed again, until the 
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tiny spaces in the veneer pattern were filled 

and the surface was flat and shiny. The surface 

was then given a final coat of CTP and left to 

dry in a clean and dust free space.  

Above: A high gloss finish 

A mistake was made when cutting the open-

ings for the instruments.  The instruments 

should have been checked for protrusions 

made by the instrument segments. They were 

finite protrusion but sufficient to prevent the in-

strument cluster from fitting against the dash-

board. This was remedied by using a Dremel 

with a sanding attachment. The segment pro-

trusions were marked against the dash and the 

dash was sanded back to accept the instru-

ments. When all of the instruments were fitted 

and the dash, driving lights and housings for 

the control knob fitted the dash was laid on a 

table covered with a garage towel to protect the 

dash from scratches. 

Above: A Dremel was used to adjust the cut 

outs 

The dash wiring was all in position but not yet 

wrapped with breathable wiring harness tape. 

Starting from the passenger side all of the 

wires were connected and tested for continuity 

to their sources. All of the lights, horns, traffica-

tor and high and low switches were run through 

relays allowing the dash wiring to be lighter and 

each of the lights was fused in the engine bay.  

Above: The wiring looks a little confusing 
but once wrapped the harness looked tidy. 

I have found that the RMC dashboard is a little 
more awkward to fit than the single piece dash-
board because of the minute movement be-
tween the sections and because its weight 
tends to cause sag and the fixing points are 
limited to the sides and bracket at centre and 
bottom of the central panel. It does not sag 
much but a 1/16

th
 of an inch is noticeable. To 

remedy this issue a bolt was fitted to either side 
of the centre panel. The system utilized is 
made up of a  bolt that is anchored through a 
bracket at the top of the scuttle and the dash 
has a captured nut. Adjustment is achieved by 
doing up the bolt until the dash is sitting flush 
against the top of the scuttle. 

Below: You can see the that at the top of 
the centre panel, the gap is taken up by ma-
roon vinyl. It looked neat. 
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The last thing to complete the dash was to test 
the windscreen motor and test the control 
knobs that protrude through the dashboard. 
When connected to power nothing happened 
so the initial thought was that the motor was 
dead. Another working motor was soon re-
trieved from under the house, disassembled, 
cleaned of the emulsified grease removed from 
the gears. This was replaced with marine 
grease. The original motor was detached from 
the engine compartment and the motor sepa-
rated from the wiper cable. It was then discov-
ered that the cable and fittings had seized in-
side the sleeve and bodies of the wiper rods. 
The first section of the cable and sleeve was 
taken out, cleaned and re-oiled. The passen-
ger side wiper body was removed and it was 
found that the gears inside were seized with a 
mixture of paint, accumulated and hardened 
grime and dried grease. This was cleaned, re-
greased and fitted back into position and then 
the driver’s side mechanism was given the 
same treatment freeing the mechanism and 
allowing the motor to operate correctly.  

The bakelite knobs were sourced from a bon-
net release mechanism and another loose 
specimen that had found its way into a 
storage jar. These were fitted and the wiper 
tested. It worked correctly and so the dash-
board was refitted and all of the knobs and 
brackets fitted into their places. The final 
picture shows the dash in position with all 
of its instruments and control knobs in 
place.  

But there was one thing electrical to do and 
that was to wire the RMC horn push with 
the high and low beam light switch. In the 
pictures you can see the mechanism but 
the assembly is yet to be fitted together 

and the olive and olive nut is yet to be made. In 
the RMC the wiring tube is wider and the parts 
were missing.  

Above: The top face of the RMC horn push 
and below the other side 

Another issue is the locking bolts for the wiring 
tube  in the steering wheel were seized and 
these have not yet been freed. 

Below: The last picture is of the harness 
laid out on the dash board 
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It is the little things that cause difficulties during 

a restoration. The previous custodian prior to 

Mal Campbell and his dad had repaired and 

repainted the body including the bonnet and in 

doing so made new bonnet brackets. Unfortu-

nately, however, the openings for the bonnet 

centre to fit up to the grill were off centre and 

the bonnet bracket bolts were incorrectly locat-

ed . To make things worse the bonnet hinges 

were modified. The result was that none of the 

parts fitted. Clearly each of the bonnet  parts 

had been repaired individually without consid-

eration about how they were all going to fit  to-

gether and also fit into their space over the en-

gine compartment.  

A solution was required but what needed to be 

done? At first the hinges were looked at and 

one of them was cut and welded to return it to 

approximate its original shape. But when 

looked at in the light of day it was a poor fix. 

Finally, it was decided to look into the parts 

store under the house and retrieve alternative 

bonnet sides. The hinges were removed from 

the spare bonnet halves and fitted to the centre 

piece on GYM’s bonnet and things began to 

fall into place. 

Above: Sad bonnet hinges 

The passenger side fitted fairly closely, but the 
‘U’ shaped locking bracket was too close to the 
side of the quarter panel and the catch did not 
line up with it. The only way to fix it was to cut 
the old one off and fit another one from the 
spare bonnet closer to the centre of the road-
ster’s bonnet. With some adjustment, the rear 

catch engaged with the rod and the bonnet half 
fitted into its space fairly well. 

Above: The drivers side rear bracket re-
moved and marked to relocate the bonnet 
fixing bolts 

Not so with the driver’s side. No adjustment 
could bring the bonnet half to line up with the 
front edge of the window  surround. The bon-
net centre was taken off, the locating holes 
filed to suit the grill and the bonnet centre was 
refitted so that it lined up with the grill. Then the 
bonnet brackets were removed, the bolts re-
moved and the bolt holes were slotted cross-
wise so that the bonnet could be adjusted side-
ways. Then the bonnet brackets were refitted 
and the hinges attached loosely. The bonnet 
half was shifted to create the best fit possible, 
the bolt holes were marked against the bolt po-
sitions and the whole assembly was taken 
apart. The bolts were then welded into their 
correct location, the slots filled in using oxy-
acetylene and the brackets reassembled onto 
the bonnet half.  

Above: The relocated fixing bolts 

The little things that make up a Riley  
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The outcome required a fair bit of work but in 

the end the bonnet fitted into its space and the 

catches locked the bonnet into place from in-

side the cockpit. In the end the bonnet fitted 

into the body, the grill fitted correctly and the 

whole thing looked the part. 

For Sale and wanted 

A  Riley 9 Mark 4 

 

Having a local history dating back to 

the 1960's Ian would like to sell his 

Riley 9 locally so before advertising 

it I suggested that we run an advert 

in our Riley Motor Club magazine 

first in the hope that a club member 

could be interested. If you are inter-

ested please call Ian Hayward on 

0733661935 

He is thinking that $27000 may be a 

starting point for negotiation. 

Mike Bramwell 
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A 1950 RMB 

I am having to sell my nearly completely restored 1950 RMB Riley. I’m pretty sad about it. But a 
lot has happened and I need to pass it on. Attached are some photos. 

 
The engine has be fully rebuilt. New pistons, 
rings, poured bearings, balanced, valves. All 
new. 

 
The timber frame has been replaced. 

 
The gauges have all been refurbished. 
The steering wheel has been restored which 
cost $926. 

The body has had 6 months spent on 
it and it’s virtually finished ready for 
paint. And it will be show car straight. 
The gearbox has been pulled apart 
and checked and put back together. I 
can’t remember if we changed the 
bearings or not but everything is 
good.  The seals on the wheels have 
been done as well as new brakes. 
The fuel tank has been refurbished 
and sealed internally. 
Other than that I have a heap of 
spares as well. I’m not sure what to ask but it owes me probably $12,000 or so. Prospective 
buyers can hear it running if they wish.  
Aaron Butterworth 

M: 0412 115 585      email: letsdomeforawhile@gmail.com  

mailto:letsdomeforawhile@gmail.com

