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Editorial 

Grace alerted me to her husband’s Riley 

(pictured on the front page). He purchased it in 

1959, drove it for a while and left it behind 

when he and his new bride moved to Cairns 

for work.  At the time it was in pristine condi-

tion and parked  in a shed anticipating their 

return some time in the future.  They left it a 

little too long. 

My anonymous friend  (story page 10) who 

had the front end bingle now has his Riley 

back on the road. Readers will notice that the 

grill had an RMA badge. I purchased it a cou-

ple of years ago and am very happy that it is 

now on a going Riley.  

Thankyou to Chris Reynolds who has provided 

an update on his RMB repair and  the Dettrick 

family who gave me permission to write the 

story about Jasper’s RMA. This  Riley is get-

ting new bones as part of a ’ground up’ resto-

ration.   

It has been a quiet month, but life is not with-

out its interests. Two RM timber frames, a little 

repair job and welding new metal into Jasper’s 

RMA has kept me off the streets, much more 

satisfying than critiquing governments for not 

performing magic to rid us of COVID-19 or 

looking at what somebody else is doing or not 

doing in their backyard. Talking about back-

yards, one of my neighbours asked if I minded 

him cutting a tree down. I said it was none of 

my business how he sculptured his yard.  

The Editor appreciates receiving articles by the 21st of the month 
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August outing to Rick’s garage 

Above : An RMD and MG in the bush and 

below Mark Baldocks RMB 

Mark Baldock led the outing with Stewart Pat-

ton in his RMB,  Bill White came with Carl Har-

ries in his MG, John and Margaret Hansford, 

Chris Reynolds, Graham Bourne, Ian and Wil-

ma Henderson, Michael and Jodie Ferguson, 

Brian Jackson, came in moderns, Greg and 

Yvonne May came in their RM coupe’ and 

Philip and Doreen came in their RMD with  

guests Jason and Melissa Wheelhouse. We 

met at the BP petrol station at Landsborough 

and proceeded up the hill through Maleny and 

from there along an unsealed road over the 

mountain into the Mary Valley and then up 

again to the Eastern escarpment to Mapleton 

and south along the Eastern edge of the 

Blackall range to Montville and then left from 

Montville along  Razorback Road down to 

Palmwoods and Rick’s garage. Rick’s garage 

is still an operating garage on the western side 

and a motorist focused café on the eastern 

side. Numerous car clubs and bike clubs visit 

on a regular basis. And for us it was a wel-

comed refreshment after our mountain odys-

sey. 

Surprisingly, Rick’s garage was quite busy for 
a Monday lunch and later when we inquired a 
waitress told us that they were open seven 
days a week from 10 am until 8 pm at night 
and even later if patrons wished to stay on. It 
was a mild sunny day so we sat outside next 
to a walled garden. Most of the Riley contin-
gent ate burgers with chips and a few others 
enjoyed fish and chips with a salad. The con-
versation followed various topics including the 
2022 national rally in WA, possible locations 
for the 2024 rally in Queensland, the ad-
vantages of driving in an open Riley and the 
food. It was well presented and delicious. To-
wards the end of the meal  Bill White  suggest-
ed that we make an impromptu visit to Eudlo 
where we would find a man in the main street 
riding or driving a vintage vehicle.  
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Sure enough shortly after we arrived a con-
spicuous blue boat tailed model A Ford special 
passed by and we followed him out of town 
and up along an unsealed road to a shed in 
the bush.  Outside was a very handsome pre-
war Chevrolet pick-up and it turned out that 
our host was Bill Ross. We enjoyed the tour 
very much, Bill. 

There was a car hoist under a roof alongside 

the shed and it turned out that the owner had 

been a boat builder and developed an interest 

in Vintage motor bikes, outboard motors, and 

other period equipment for the maintenance of 

vintage vehicles and bric-a-brac.  

Also outside were a few large boats, one of 
which had recently been restored by our host. 
Bill told us that all of his motors were in work-
ing order and he proceeded to start a  vintage 
outboard motor and after that a very early 
1920’s motorized pedal bike and a 1930s mo-
tor bike. Bill is pictured below starting a motor. 

Of interest to the editor was a wood fuelled 
Crown stove, the highly modified A model Ford 
and the pick up that seemed in pristine condi-
tion. All of the Riley people who attended the 
outing enjoyed their lunch at Rick’s garage ca-
fé and the impromptu visit to an interesting 
garage in the bush. 
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September activities 

Tuesday Morning  7th: Riley Tinkerers at the 

Clubhouse, Samford. Restoration activities, 

friendship and technical advice.  Tea and cof-

fee provided. 

Tuesday 14th 11 am Monthly Meeting 

of the RMCQ at the Riley Clubhouse, 

38 Showgrounds Drive, Highvale 

4520, Samford Show Grounds.   

 Sausage Sizzle to follow (Gold Coin 

donation) 

Sunday 19th: All British Day                       

Display Car Plus Passenger $20 

Pedestrian $2 

Parking $5 

THE FIRST 600 VEHICLES GET A METAL 

BADGE 

Contact - David Robinson 0417 731 455 

The program for All British Day 2018 is as fol-

lows:- 

 

7.30am Gates open to the Public 

9.30am Judging Starts 

10.00am Official Opening Ceremony 

11.30am Winners Announced 

12.30pm Trophy Presentation and Photos 

 

St Joseph’s College Sports Ground, , TENNY-
SON, QLD 

 

Tuesday Morning 21st and 28th:  Riley Tink-

erers at the Clubhouse, Samford. Restoration 

activities, friendship and technical advice.  Tea 

and coffee provided. 

  

Reframing Jasper Dettrick’s RMA 

Such is the nature of Rileys that hardly had   

Andrew Dettrick have his RMB at home that an 

opportunity arose for Jasper, to purchase a 

1950 RMA.  When visiting their home a month 

ago Andrew introduced me to his bride,    

Amanda who told me that she was a fully paid-

up member of the Riley club as well, the bug 

seems to  have bitten the whole family.  
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The RMA was sitting in the garage. The Riley 
had visited a sandblaster who had removed all 
of the old paint and lots of rust as well. It ap-
peared to have been repainted with an etch 
black and in places it was transparent. Mark 
Baldock had visited a few times previously and 
Jasper informed me that the engine had been 
fired up and that it ran well. One of the interest-
ing features about it was that the oil filter and 
pipes with their banjo connections had been 
replaced  with an external canister with straight 
hoses. Andrew told me that the filter could be 
replaced with a role of toilet paper. Amazing. 
The Riley also had white walled tyres, not ex-
actly suitable for life in a working garage. But 
that is how he came to visit the Treehaven re-
tirement home, white walled tyres, a number 8 
billiard ball on the gear stick and a pile of see-
through panels piled up on the floor of the Ri-
ley. 

 

Above: The top scuttle compartment and 
below the driver’s side of the scuttle 

In its current state the Riley was easy to push 
around in the garage. Sadly, the Riley had 
spent a lot of time outside and moisture had 
penetrated the scuttle and tub. The tub had 
become see through around the wheel arches 

and a large area in the floor had been replaced 
with flat steel.  

Above: Tub boot floor 

Because it had been sandblasted, the areas 
needing attention were easily seen, easily ac-
cessible and not hard to repair. The scuttle 
was a little different. The floor in the battery 
box had been completely rotted out previously 
and a sheet of zinc plated steel had been fold-
ed, fitted and screwed into position perhaps in 
the 70s? In the meantime, the tool compart-
ment had rotted out and cracks had developed 
around the foot well in all the places that you 
would expect them to be.  

The task was to make and fit a timber frame 
into the body and to build it as it was construct-
ed at the Riley factory. The challenge was not 
going to be in making the timber shapes for the 
timber frame but rather getting all the distanc-
es and angles correct so the body would be 
straight, and the doors would fit neatly. Over 
past years, for a normal build, the body would 
be left intact, measurements would be made 
and parts would be removed and replaced one 
at a time starting with the sills so that the di-
mensions and angles could be retained. But 
more and more it has been discovered that 
many Rileys that had never been restored or 
garaged regularly were in a poorer condition. 
The scuttles were not only rotted in the battery 
box but the front skin and tool compartment 
were rotted out requiring new steel to be folded 
and welded into position. In this case the Riley 
had been completely disassembled and was in 
all of its individual parts. All of the individual 
body pieces required repair and so the ‘less 
intrusive’ build was no longer possible. 

It may have been a bit premature for reframing 
as the doors had not yet been prepared, but it 
did not really matter so the Riley was loaded 
up and shortly afterwards was dismounted 
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from the trailer and rolled into the bottom gar-

age. Since then, the door posts (A pillars), rear 

window surround, sills, knee blocks and roof 

rails have been completed. The door pillars 

were made from Queensland Mountain Ash. It 

is also called Silver Ash (but it is different). It is 

easy to work and is good for furniture, boats or 

cars.  This is a light, close grained hardwood 

and the pair of door pillars made for Jasper’s 

Riley were sourced out of the mountains be-

hind Dayboro.  

Above: The door posts have been put 

through a thicknesser to get the correct di-

mensions 

The sills, roof timbers and rear window sur-

round were made from Flooded Gum, some-

times also called Rose Gum or Rosewood. It is 

similar to Rose Mahogany and was sourced 

from the marshy sunshine coast and all of the 

timbers had been reclining in the Treehaven 

retirement workshop for the past two years. 

The grain is very straight and is easy to dry 

and work. After cutting into their various 

shapes they were all sealed with a paint that 

my bride, Doreen called ‘pink’ but I think that 

the colour would be better titled, ‘puke’.  

Below: a mixture of sticks, some sealed  

I am not sure what Jasper would think about 

the colour, but the sealing paint could be treat-

ed as an undercoat and be top coated with 

black paint.  

Above: a mixture of timber parts. The top 

piece goes above the rear window as part 

of the headlining and the bottom piece 

goes below the rear window and becomes 

part of the mounting for the corner pieces, 

radio speaker box and parcel shelf. 

On the day of writing this, Jasper and Andrew 

are coming to look at the Riley. It is hoped that 

they will be bringing the doors as the body will 

need to be fitted up to them. The tub,  foot-

wells, ‘B’ pillars, and ‘K’ panels have been po-

sitioned and some of the timbers have been 

trial fitted. The scuttle has been disassembled, 

the now see-through battery box floor has 

been removed and patches have been welded 

into the sides and front of the top section of the 

scuttle. As it turned out, Jasper was working 

on the day of the visit, but he was ably repre-

sented by Andrew and Amanda. 
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Progress??  By Chris Reynolds 

I promised to keep you updated on the pro-
gress of my RMD rebuild after its engine prob-
lems on the return from Broken Hill. Last 
Month I indicated that apart from the engine I’d 
also started to do a few jobs on the body of 
the car. Well, those “few jobs” look like they 
are going to take a while. They are proving to 
take longer with more effort than originally in-
tended as well as growing in number! 
 
Those of you who know the car will have seen 
that the paint has gradually deteriorated over 
the years that I’ve owned it, not that it was re-
ally good originally. The paint on the doors has 
bubbled under the surface and started to flake 
off. A similar flaking problem has occurred on 
each of the four mudguards and a smaller 
amount on other parts of the car. In some are-
as the paint has remained very good.  It looks 
to me as if some of the underlying surface ma-
terial may have been incompatible with the 
topcoat paint, hence the separation of layers. 
Talking to my sister in the UK she said they 
had the same problem on their narrow boat 
and had been told that the red lead primer 
used was incompatible with the next paint lay-
er. In my case there was also a brownish paint 
layer in some places, so maybe that was also 
a red lead primer? 

Above: Rear guard paint flaking off 
 
The picture on the left shows part of the rear 
wing (with the fuel filler rubber), and this was 
one of the worst areas of flaking paint. It’s pos-
sible that the regular inevitable minor fuel 
spills onto the paint in this area also contribut-
ed to the problem. 
 
What started off, at least in my mind, as a 
smallish job of patching the bad areas of paint 
has turned into a much larger task of stripping  
the paint back and starting the paint process 

afresh. Well at least I’m going to gain some 
more skills and knowledge, and hopefully a 
much better looking car. 

Above and below: Progress has been slow  

So far I’ve part primed the two front wings, 
running boards and one rear wing….a very 
long way to go!! After that I have another 
“minor” job lined up as I’ve decided to replace 
the (unused) regulator unit with a modern set 
of fuses. It’ll keep me busy and I’ll continue to 
update you on progress! 
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Riley Motor Club of WA 

Margaret River Ramble  20th to 25
th

 March  

and Post Rally Tour 25
th

 March to 29
th

 

March 2022 

Bulletin Number 3 

 

Hello Everyone 

Planning for the Rally is proceeding well and 

we are pleased to advise that we are currently 

holding 61 Expressions of Interest. Entries are 

currently being accepted and we’d encourage 

you to convert you EOI to an entry as soon as 

possible. We have negotiated an improved ba-

sis for making bookings at Stay Margaret River 

and Brian Gannon has negotiated improved 

conditions for the Margaret River Tourist Park. 

These are detailed below. 

Stay Margaret River Motel 

Following further discussion with Stay Margaret 

River Motel there will be NO deposit charged 

when booking and full payment will be taken 7 

days prior to the event. The booking can be 

cancelled at any time prior to 7 days before the 

scheduled opening date without cost.  

Margaret River Tourist Park 

The Tourist Park will give a discount of 5% (so 

far) for entrants who mention the Riley Motor 

Club for 5 or more bookings, Cabins start at 

$100 per night. The same discount applies for 

site bookings for members who may travel with 

a caravan. 

They require a deposit which is the cost of the 

first nights stay to confirm a reservation. Their 

current COVID cancellation policy offers 3 op-

tions: a change of date at any point, a credit of 

the full value of the deposit to be used towards 

a future booking in any Summerstar Park over 

the next 3 years or a cash refund less a charge 

of $20. 

General 

 We called on a number of possible venues 

which we may visit during the Rally to deter-

mine ease of access, suitability of parking are-

as, venue capacity and the like. 

We are currently negotiating with a number of 

local businesses for the supply of services and 

or product and this activity will continue for the 

immediate future. 

Post Rally Tour 

For Bookings contact Koorabup Motel, Den-

mark https://www.koorabup.com.au/ 

We have reserved all 21 rooms at the motel for 

25
th
 March to 29

th
 March 2022. 

All rooms have been given a 10% discount and 

priced based on 2 occupants for 4 nights. 

Motel rooms $135 per night  

1 bedroom apartments $144 per night  

2 bedroom apartments $160.20 per night  

2 bedroom apartments with balcony $169.20 

per night  

The 2 bedroom apartments have a queen bed 

in the main bedroom and 2 singles in the other 

bedroom, and perhaps two couples will be hap-

py to share. The price for 4 adults is $196.20 or 

$205.20 (Balcony). Please note that they only 

have 4 two bedroom apartments and 4 one 

bedroom apartments, and one of the motel 

rooms has 3 single beds. All other motel rooms 

have a queen bed and a single bed. All rooms 

and apartments have one bathroom each. 

They also have one motel room with disability 

access. 

We’ll advise more on the overflow  accommo-

dation in Denmark once bookings commence 

flowing in. 

Remember if you are sending your car by 

transport and cannot collect it during normal 

office hours (Monday to Friday) please advise 

and we’ll endeavour to handle this for you. 

Keep the entries coming in. 

  

Jim Runciman 

Margaret River Ramble 25 to 29 March 2022 
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Things that never happen 

Above: Tow ball damage was the biggest 

destroyer. The tow ball tongue was long 

and it ploughed a furrow along the top of 

the apron into the radiator. 

The vehicle in front was a four-wheel drive. It 

had an extended tow ball tongue and it started 

off from a stop sign to turn left onto a major 

road from a service station. The driver of the 

Riley looked right and proceeded to follow the 

vehicle in front. But alas, the driver up front 

hesitated and stopped. The driver of the Riley 

struck the tow ball. Of course, the driver in the 

rea vehicle is always at fault. The tow ball 

passed through a grill that was in very good 

condition, slid over the apron and into the radi-

ator. The coolant was released through the 

gash in the bottom tank, the mudguards were 

compressed and buckled down and dented on 

both guards. One head lamp, and both butlers 

were smashed and their bezels were buckled. 

The number plate backing plate that tied the 

guards together was destroyed. It was a sad 

moment. 

When the Riley arrived at the Treehaven retire-

ment home he looked sad and beaten up. The 

custodian who does not wish to be identified 

helped to dismantle the front end and by the 

end of the day bits that had been modified at 

the service station had been removed from the 

Riley.  

Next day the radiator was looked at and it was 

noticed that the surrounding area where the 

hole had been punched into it was fairly  undis-

turbed. A thin  brass plate was found and cut 

to size, the radiator surface was scoured, a 

toxic flux with lead filings was applied to the 

area around the hole in the radiator and some 

body solder was smeared over the area using 

an LPG torch tinning the surface. The thin 

brass plate was laid over the top of the tinned 

area covering the hole and the area covered 

with lead. It flowed on easily and when the re-

pair cooled, the radiator was filled with water 

and happily there were no leaks so the re-

paired area was sprayed with an etch black 

and the radiator appeared as if it had never 

met a tow bar. 
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The mudguards required a completely 

different treatment. A ram was used to 

stretch the mudguards back towards 

their original length. The inner skirt and 

the wheel arch were straitened with 

clamps and the guards were further 

‘tweaked’ with the ram and the inner 

skirt was finished with a rubber ham-

mer.  

New fan and generator belts were fitted 
first, then the radiator. A new number 
plate panel was made using a combina-
tion folding machine and guillotine and 
this was painted black as paint mixing 
skills are definitely lacking at the Tree-
haven retirement home. When ready 
the panel was fitted and then the mud-
guards. The second-hand grill supplied 
was slightly different from the original 
but when fitted and tweaked the bonnet 
fitted acceptably and by the end of play-
time the Riley had headlamps, butler 
lights, indicators and parking lights fitted 
and working. The plugs, points, oil and 
filter were all changed. Then when at-
tempting to start the engine it was found 
that the clutch had stuck to the flywheel 
and when this was freed the engine fired up 
and the owner drove the mostly recovered Ri-
ley home with a plan to rewire and have a pan-
el and paint job done in the future.   

Above: One of the guards being stretched 
back into shape using a ram 

Grace’s RMB 

 

They say a picture is worth a 

thousand words. The re-

mains of the dash. 

The roof has collapsed. 

The timber frame has gone. 

Below is what appears to be 

part of the door trim. 

But the gear stick knob ap-

pears to be intact 


