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Editorial 

I heard that Ken Lonie has found the conrod 

trophy and Greg May was willing to take it to 

Western Australia and bring it back to Queens-

land after the  National Rally next year. Good 

news. 

Thank you to Malcolm King and Matt Noble 

who kindly welcomed me into Chris Stafford’s 

Brooklands Garage at Cooroy a few weeks ago 

to look at Mal’s Riley 9. Congratulations to Su-

san and Malcolm on their 60th anniversary.  

Chris Reynolds provided the photographs of 

the “All British Day’ event and Greg May and 

Matthew French provided the words. 

If you have the time and you are preparing a 

Riley for Summer outings or just doing some 

maintenance consider writing a few words for  

inclusion in the November Torquetube. Alterna-

tively you may consider inviting the editor into 

your garage to write a story on your project.  

Are you aware that the Western Australia club 

is bending over backwards to make attending 

the National Rally possible? We want our 

Sandgroper friends to know that we appreciate 

the effort.  

Wanted for a 

Riley side 

valve a mid 

20’s Dodge 

steering box. 

Call the edi-

tor. 

The Editor appreciates receiving articles by the 21st of the month 
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October outing to the All British Day 

Bill White, Trevor Taylor, Greg and Yvonne 

May and Matthew French attended the All Brit-

ish Day. After arriving and parking in the desig-

nated Riley area the group headed off to look 

at the other cars on display.  

Above: Matthew French’s Falcon 

Greg spotted a Comma 2.5 Lt van that brought 

back memories of his dad’s Comma which was 

converted into a camper van and used to ex-

plore Australia.  

Above: Greg May’s Coupe. 

Barry Evans brought his MG and Scott Frank-

lin had his Jaguar 4/20 at the event. 

At the top and below: The Riley contingent 

with Trevor’s RMB and Bill’s Drophead special 

centre stage 
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October activities 

Tuesday Morning  5th: No Riley activity at 

the club rooms due to the current COVID-19 

lock down. 

Tuesday 12th  

10 am: Morning tea at the club house 

11 am: Monthly meeting of the RMCQ 

at the Riley Club (COVID-19 permit-

ting), 38 Showgrounds Drive, High-

vale 4520, Samford Show Grounds.   

12 noon: Lunch shall be a sausage sizzle pro-
vided by the club. Tea and coffee provid-
ed.  BYO cold drinks or purchase from the 
club. 
 
 2024 National rally planning meeting after 

lunch for those interested in volunteering to 

assist or  join the national rally management 

team. 

 Sunday 14th 10.30 am: The Club Run will be 
to the Cleveland area, ostensibly to visit the 
lighthouse, but there's more! 
 
We will meet at the Ampol Foodary Tingalpa, 
which is on Wynnum Road Route 23) just off 
the turn off from the M1, at about10.30am for a 
meet up and coffee. We will then leave about 
11am travelling to Wellington point and then 
on to the Redland Museum (60 Smith St 
Cleveland), arriving about 11.30am. I'm told 
this is one of the best Museums of its type. 
 
We’ll then travel to see the lighthouse and 
views, followed by lunch at the Grand View 
Hotel (49 North St, Cleveland), arriving about 
1pm. 
 

Tuesday Morning 19th and 26th:  Riley Tink-

erers at the Clubhouse, Samford. Restoration 

activities, friendship and technical advice.  Tea 

and coffee provided. 

Riley Motor Club of WA 

Margaret River Ramble  20th to 25th March  and Post Rally Tour 25th 

 

As of the middle of September we are only 

holding 16 bookings for the Rally. I’m sure 

some of the reason for this is the increased 

numbers of COVID infections in NSW and Vic-

toria and there is no doubt that the various 

State Premiers are not helping our cause. 

In recognition of these difficult circumstances 

we set about eliminating financial risk for pro-

spective entrants from committing to the Rally 

by having deposits for accommodation eliminat-

ed at Stay Margaret River Motel and our club 

will refund 100% of any payments made in re-

spect of the Rally right up to the 13
th
 March 

2022 which is within a week of the Rally starting 

date. 

If you intend to come please register and make 

accommodation bookings now because in the 

absence of bookings for the motel we will come 

under increasing pressure to effectively forgo 

rooms for which we are not holding bookings. 

This could mean that at some stage nearer the  

 

Rally we may not have accommodation in Rally 

Headquarters for late entries even if all states 

are open for unlimited travel. 

General 

 The Committee are committed to delivering an 

enjoyable event regardless of the attendance. 

Remember if you are sending your car by 

transport and cannot collect it during normal 

office hours (Monday to Friday) please advise 

and we’ll endeavour to handle this for you. 

Post Rally Tour 

The Eco Cruise is booked and that is another 

potential event where we may be forced to con-

cede places if bookings remain at lower than 

expected levels.  

Keep the entries coming in. 

  

Jim Runciman 
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Malcolm King’s boat tailed Riley 9. 

Above: Matt Noble at the wheel of Malcom 

Kings Riley 9 at the King’s 60th wedding         

anniversary 

Malcolm was waiting for me in his garage. It 

was empty apart from the drophead that I had 

come to see and copy  four years ago when 

building Edward. But Malcolm assured me that 

the boattailed Riley 9 (Mark 4) was not far 

away. In fact, it was only a 5-minute drive to 

Chris Stafford’s Brooklands garage in Cooroy. 

Matt was waiting for us there. You could not 

call Matt a mechanic although that is one of his 

roles. He started off as an airframe and power 

plant fitter care of the New Zealand Airforce 

and spent close to 40 years working on air-

craft. Matt has since increased his skills as an 

artisan of excellence to mechanical work, skin-

ning cars and sourcing parts. He also put a lot 

of effort into researching and had discovered 

much about instrument locations and engine 

components. A second person who works in 

the complex of buildings is Rick who is a panel 

beater and painter.  He also does some me-

chanical work. Apart from the boat tailed Riley 

9 there were a number of other Riley classics 

in the garage as well  as a Bristol. 

Since the last time that the Riley 9 appeared in 
Torquetube a lot has been done. Inside the 
cockpit Matt had fitted foot troughs under the 
pedals and adjacent in the passengers foot po-
sition. The instrument panel (IP) had previous-
ly been stripped of paint and polished. Riley 9 
readers will also notice that the instruments 
have white faces, and a Nuffield (post war) ig-
nition switch has been added to the IP. There 
is no  fuel gauge. The magneto cut-out switch 
is located where a Riley 9 person would expect 
it to be, and the IP light switch is missing. A  
choke, horn button and starter push has been 
fitted on the dashboard to right side of the 
steering wheel. On the steering column an ad-
vance/retard lever has been fitted and the 
hand throttle lever has been made from a mod-
ified lever that may have originally been at the 
bottom of the steering column. Missing is the 
Bakelite panel with the starter push, fuse and 
generator/light switch. At the front of the cock-
pit are wind deflectors in keeping with the 
sporty image of the Riley. 
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Above: Clearly seen are the foot troughs 

and instrument panel. And Below: The 

steering wheel and  the Instrument Panel 

The bonnet is being fabricated by Matt out of 
aluminium and is almost completed. Under the 
bonnet a lot of other work may be seen in the 
following picture. The fuel tank was picked up 
at a swap meet and originated on a different 
marque. The control levers and rods were all 
fabricated by Matt and you can see that the 
original BTH magneto is in place with its ad-
vance and retard lever and control rod. The 
carburettors were sourced from a Morris Minor 
and are set up to receive air cleaners. Notice 
the choke cable with its levers to operate the 
carburettors. That must have been a complex 
bit of work! Invisible to the eye is the work that 
has been done to fit the clutch mechanism but 
significant modification has been effected to 
marry the engine through the clutch to the gear 
box. On the exhaust side the manifold and 
starter appear standard. 

Second column:  The aluminium bonnet 
and engine bay  

The headlamps are where you expect them to 
be but the side lamps are quite different from 
what is standard. If you look closely they have 
tell tails in the rear of their body. At the rear is a 
diving helmet style rear light. The original body 
was fitted by Smith and Waddinton in Sydney 
from an imported chassis' and running gear 
and they have proudly displayed their name on 
their workmanship in the driver’s side door jam. 
It is believed that the Riley was one of three 
built by this firm. Malcolm's example shows a 
lot of design traits of the coach builders later 
20's style. The Riley appears close to comple-
tion and without doubt has provided Matt with 
hours of enjoyment and in the future a very 
pleasant drive for Malcolm.  

Below: The body builder’s plaque. 
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During my visit, Malcolm told me that he and 
his wife, Susan were planning to celebrate 
their 60

th
 wedding anniversary on the following 

weekend. Later I learned that Matt drove the 
Riley 9 to the celebration and it became a fea-
ture at the celebration. Again, a few days later 
Matt emailed and asked about the pressure 
plate thrust bearing modification carried out on 
Edward because the one in Malcolm’s Riley 9 
was noisy. The bearing type and number were 
given and I expect that Matt has sourced a 
bearing and is setting about to modify the 
housing to fit it. 

Above: Mal congratulating Matt for his work 
and below Mal and Susan celebrating their 
60th wedding anniversary in style 

Framing Jasper Detrick’s RMA   41 S 19523 

41 S 19523 had clearly spent a lot of its life 

outside including in wet weather. The battery 

box, tool compartment and front wall all had 

considerable rust. The glove compartment had 

rust holes in the battery box area and on the 

right side near the driver’s position. Some 

years previously, an attempt had been made to 

reline the  battery box, but it too had significant 

rust damage. Besides these issues there were 

fatigue cracks in the passenger footrest and in 

the driver’s side foot well. Clearly it was not 

sensible to  fit a frame into the Riley until re-

pairs were carried out. To do that a drill was 

used to unstitch the spotwelds and a new bat-

tery box and tool compartment were cut , fold-

ed, and welded into position.  
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Such was the condition of the engine bay wall 

that it was replaced with a second-hand speci-

men found in the rafters of the garage and the 

whole scuttle was etch primed in black paint. 

By this time in the restoration process, it had 

been learned that Jasper, the Riley’s custodian 

preferred the timber frame to be painted black, 

so a second coat of black oil-based paint was 

employed to cover the undercoat. 

Above: The battery box and below the en-

gine bay wall. The scuttle timbers are the 

natural colour of the timber  

A line was made in chalk at the central point 
on the top of the tub and the rear window 
frame was temporarily fitted and screwed to 
the tabs using  a few Philip’s head screws. The 
window frame was centrally positioned on the 
chalk line. The timber base plate was then 
screwed to the corner pieces that had previ-
ously been made were shaped, painted and 

fitted into the Riley up to the trafficator blocks. 
Because Rileys are all hand built each is 
slightly different requiring individual fitting of 
the frame pieces. The corner pieces were 
screwed to the window frame base timber, 
then it was fitted up to the trafficator block and 
both the trafficator block and corner block were 
screwed to the body through the tabs on the 
tub. Above the trafficator blocks there is a 
spacer, and these were screwed onto the top 
of the trafficator blocks.  

Above: The rear window frame trial fitted 
and Below: the boomerangs and corner 
blocks  fitted 

The cant rail was approached differently. The 
cant rail was laid on the bench and the ‘B’ pil-
lar was fitted into the slot made midway along 
the cant rail, the cant rail was then drilled, and 
dome head bolts fitted through the top bracket 
on the ‘B’ pillar through the cant rail and the 
brackets that are attached to the roof rails and 
secured with springs and nuts .  
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Above: The cant rails fitted 

When secured the ‘B’ pillar is fitted onto the sill 
and the cant rail onto the spacer above the 
trafficator block. At this stage the assembly is 
clamped but not screwed into position. After 
completing this operation on both sides of the 
Riley, the plywood ‘boomerangs’ are screwed 
to the top of the window frame and the spacer 
above the trafficator block. The roof rails are 
attached to the top of the boomerang and to 
the bracket above the ‘B’ pillar. As mentioned 
previously each Riley is slightly different from 
other Rileys and in this case the cant rail was 
1/32 inch narrower in the middle than my tem-
plate. A few passes with a plane adjusted the 
cant rail to fit into the metal extension on the 
tub and into the top of the metal skin that 
makes up the front door jam. 

At this point the roof metal was fetched down 
from its storage space and hung on the car 
hoist arms. It was lowered down onto the tim-
ber frame on the Riley and it was found that 
the rear window opening was slightly further to 
the passenger side than on other Rileys that 
were built in my garage. The screws that tem-
porarily held the window frame in position were 
removed and the window frame shifted so the 
roof metal fitted up to the rear window frame 
squarely.  

The central roof rails were attached next.  

These were fixed to the boomerang at the rear 
and to the metal brackets that are fitted to the 
‘B’ pillar and the cross rail at the front. .  

Above: the central roof rails 

The metal cross piece was screwed to the 
central roof rails next . This provides rigidity to 
the ‘B’ pillars and  is fixed to the roof metal to 
strengthen the ‘cabin box’. 

Note the centre line marked 

with chalk 
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Above: The cant rail fitted onto the traffica-
tor blocks, the steel brackets that fix the 
central roof rails and the metal piece that 
separates the sides and makes the con-
struction rigid. 

Below: The front roof rail. Notice the wires 
that run from the car hoist arms to the roof 
metal. They were used to raise and lower 
the roof into position. 

The roof was now fitting squarely at the front 
and neatly around the rear window frame.  

Above: You can see that the doors need to 
be lifted a further 1/8 inch to get a good fit-
ting. The fold in the door does not quite 
line up with the fold in the tub. 

At this stage there was sufficient bracing for-
wards and across to trial fit the doors. This 
was done and it was noticed that the rear of 
the tub needed to lifted and the passenger 
side cant rail needed to be shifted a 1/4 inch 
forward on the trafficator block.to achieve a 
close fit  for the doors. The front doors are yet 
to be fitted  but once they are the ‘A’ pillars can 
be fitted, the top and bottom window rails can 
be fitted and the windscreen surround can be 
wrapped around the metal. 

After the front window surround and the quar-
ter panels are fitted  the door jams can be fit-
ted and lead wiped. 

The project is a bit delayed because GYM had 
a few last things to say as seen in the next   
article. 

GYM’s final word 

The repairs on GYM were postponed while 

Malcolm’s other RMC was finished. When 

GYM was rolled back into the garage, the wir-

ing harness was finished, trafficators installed, 

RMC horn push with high and low beam switch 

fitted and the upholstery completed. The carbu-

rettors had been done previously. It was now 

time to check the tappets, change the oil, fit 

new plugs, points and condenser and start the 

Riley. On the day of reckoning the compres-

sion was checked.  Oh dear, it wasn’t quite 

what was hoped for:  

Number 1…….10 psi dry 

Number 2……..10 psi dry 

Number 3…….45 psi dry 

Number 4 ……20 psi dry 
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The first likelihood was that over years of sit-

ting the oil had drained into the sump and the 

rings had stuck in their grooves. Over a few 

days half a cup of CRC was poured down the 

spark plug openings and the engine spun and 

gradually the compression rose to around 70 

psi (I am hoping that over the next few weeks 

the rings will free up and the compression will 

rise towards 124 psi. in each of the combustion 

chambers). In any case with roughly 70 psi on 

each of the cylinders the engine could be start-

ed and happily that is exactly what happened. 

A telephone call was made to Mal and he was 

invited to hear the result—a rough but running 

engine.  

There were a few other issues. The first one 

was no oil pressure on the gauge. 

As there were no other working Jae-

ger gauges in the garage a later 

square gauge was fitted under the 

dash and after only few moments 

the oil pressure rose to 60 psi. Later 

in the week the gauge opening was 

washed with turps, a rubber hose 

was fitted to the gauge fitting and 

CRC poured down the hose. After a 

while compressed air was fired into 

the hose and the needle moved but 

stuck at 40 psi. The gauge was refit-

ted to the oil pressure tube and the 

engine started. After a few moments the nee-

dle rose to 60 psi and then dropped to zero 

when the engine was switched off. This was 

repeated a few times with satisfying results. 

The next thing was that the radiator began to 

boil. Happily, there was another RMB radiator 

hanging on the garage wall and this was fitted 

with a positive result. Later the radiator was 

taken to Nambour to be repaired. 

The last significant thing was that the clutch 
plate had stuck to the pressure plate. All the 
usual things were done to free the clutch. The 
soft approach meant raising the rear wheels, 
starting the Riley in gear, engaging the clutch 
and then applying the foot brake. That did not 
work so the Riley was started in gear driven 
down the driveway, the clutch was applied and 
then the brake. Still no result. After that the Ri-

ley was driven in reverse, the clutch and brake 
applied and so various attempts to avoid taking 
the gearbox off were applied during the after-
noon without result.  

Next day, a tool that had been made for repair-
ing gearboxes was taken off the shelf. It is 
simply a steel bar with the thread on one end 
that screwed into a sump plug. This tool is fit-
ted into a short length of pipe that had been 
welded onto a plate. The sump plug with the 
steel bar is threaded into the sump opening 
and that not coincidentally is the balancing 
point for post war and pre-war Riley gearbox-
es. When assembled the post allows a gear-
box to swivel making it easy to disassemble 
and re-assemble any Riley gearbox. 

 

Above: The Riley was lowered so that  the 
bar that is threaded into the sump plug    
fitted into the opening on the trolly jack     
lifting arm. 

 A shoulder was added to the steel bar and 
welded into place and this was fitted into a trol-
ly jack. There are two trolly jacks in the garage. 
After taking the top plate off the lifting arm one 
was found to have a horizontal bar running 
through it so the top plate had a saddle that 
fitted over the bar. The second one simply had 
an opening that the top plate fitted into and it 
swivelled in the opening. This is the jack that 
was chosen for the job. But the assembly was 
not yet complete. In the garage there was also 
an engine trolly with wheels that swivelled in 
any direction. The trolly jack was mounted on 
the engine trolly and this was rolled under the 
Riley.  
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With the Riley at full height on the car hoist the 

sump plug was removed and the plug with its 

bar was screwed into the sump plug opening. 

Maybe two tablespoons of oil were lost. The 

Riley was lowered to about 12 inches above 

the floor and the trolly jack on the engine trolly 

was wheeled under the gearbox and the lifting 

arm on the jack was raised over the sump plug 

post. The clutch operating assembly and the 

reverse switch wires were released. Then the 

rear gearbox support rubber blocks, the starter 

motor removed, and the nuts on the bell hous-

ing released and the gearbox was then moved 

back and then raised with the jack and turned 

east west.  

Above: The Riley is yet to be raised above 

the height of the gearbox.  

 

First column above:  The Riley is raised, 

the pressure plate is removed and the 

clutch plate pried off  and cleaned 

The Riley was then raised on the hoist and the 

gearbox pushed out of the way. After the pres-

sure plate was removed the clutch plate was 

carefully separated from it and it was found 

that a brown rusty residue was left on the face 

of the pressure plate and the flywheel. The 

Welsh plugs had been replaced when the 

clutch and thrust bearing were replaced a year 

previously and there was no other signs of wa-

ter leakage so the clutch plate must have been 

damp when fitted. 

Reassembly was simply a reversal of the re-

moval procedure and when all the 

parts were refitted the clutch was 

tested and following that the Riley 

was taken for a drive with no is-

sues. Over the next few days the 

Riley was driven down the drive-

way at different times and yester-

day the compression was checked 

and the results were quite exciting;  

number 1 ….123 psi 

number 2 ….123 psi 

number 3…..124 psi 

number 4…..124 psi. 

An amazing outcome for an engine that had 

sat idle for something between 30 and 40 

years. 
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For Sale 

St. John   Herbert’s  

1950 RMB 

For sale is my father’s  RMB. It was restored from the 
ground up in the 1980s by Alan Pickup an engineer, The 
half shafts were replaced with hardened steel. My father 
was based near Bundaberg and many club members 
may remember him from rallies around central Queens-
land. The car was laid up for several years after my father 
was no longer able to drive and the mice have had a nib-
ble at some of the roof lining. I’ve had the car serviced 
including brake relining, replacing brake hoses, master 
cylinder overhaul and repair of the water pump and new 
tyres. The car still drives strongly and looks beautiful. 
Please contact me at the details below for inspection and 
offers c. $29K. St. John Herbert 0466511737 
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For Sale 

RMA in excellent ORIGINAL condition with only 50,000 miles on the odometer. The clutch, 

brakes and leather upholstery are in good condition.  

Registered for general road use; CXL 320.  

Engine number: 10120 

Chassis number: 42 S 20040 

Comes with workshop manual 

$25,000  

Contact Errol Wright on   

Home Tel: (07) 5536 1380 or 0488 361 380 

Email: errolyn21@bigpond.com 

PO Box 795 Tweed Heads 2485 

 


