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Editorial 

The amount of effort that went into the prepa-

ration of the Western Australia rally was really 

impressive. Organizing a 100% money back 

guarantee in case of cancellation, the Margaret 

River location and the invitation to a post rally 

tour was very attractive. It was sad that the un-

certainty of free movement between states and 

entry permits made it unworkable. Congratula-

tions to Jim Runciman and the committee on 

having the courage to make a timely postpone-

ment of the rally to another year. His report is 

on page 4 of the magazine. 

In this edition , Chris Reynolds gives us an up-

date on the progress of his RMD restoration. 

There is the story about a recovery of a Blue 

Streak from South Africa,  and the rebuild of a 

very rare Silver Streak V8 engine.  Thank you 

to all of those who contributed. 

With the postponement of the AGM until March 

13th, the Feb-

ruary calen-

dar is a little 

light. Perhaps 

there might 

be an  im-

promptu 

event this 

month?   

Above the Adelphi body now in my garage 

The Editor appreciates receiving articles by the 21st of the month 
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Riley Motor Club Christmas lunch 

Organised by Bill White and a team of several 

people, the Christmas lunch was a great social 

event to complete our year of Riley gatherings. 

Elizabeth and Catherine Collins did much of 

the purchasing. The set up was organised by 

Marie White with Trevor and Karenina Taylor 

helping. Trevor also provided a bottle of white 

wine for each table. Thank you to all of you. It 

was a lovely meal and everyone that we talked 

with said that they enjoyed the fellowship and 

the meal very much. 

Above: Ronnie Brown and in the back-

ground John Hansford 

Rob and Beth Carter travelled the longest dis-

tance to join us from Bowenville. Lyn Jackson 

recently discharged from hospital made the ef-

fort to be there with her husband Brian. Sean 

and Karen, our newest members joined us. 

And Ronnie Brown was our special guest from 

the Vintage car club. 

We sat at a table with Ronnie Brown, Ruth and 

Graham, Chris Reynolds and daughter Eliza-

beth and Yvonne and Greg May. We sat oppo-

site to Ronnie, and we talked about the resto-

ration of her Vintage Alvis. We also chatted 

about our clubs moving forward by being inclu-

sive and welcoming new and younger classic 

car enthusiasts. 

Marie also organised a raffle and a competition 
made up of questions related to Christmas tra-
ditions including naming the country that sup-
plied the Christmas tree to Buckingham palace 
each year, the bestselling Christmas song and 
the names of some of  Santa’s reindeers. As 
you may expect we all learned some new 
things about Christmas traditions and stories.  

 

Above: Hardworking Riley people recording 
their answers to the Christmas quiz. In the 
middle of the picture is Mark and Jan 
Baldock. Barry Sparks is at the end of the 
middle table 
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Above: Far left is Paul Creighton and next 
to him is Jodie and Michael Ferguson 

Following the meal, the organizing team was 
represented very ably by Trevor who spoke to 
acknowledge those who made the event the 
special occasion that it was. There were nu-

merous classic cars parked outside as well as 
numerous classic humans seated inside. 

Below: Bottom right is Matthew French and 
two seat back is Ian Henderson. Opposite 
him is Glen Taylor  

Fellow Riley Club members 

With the great uncertainty surrounding the 

immediate future and what restrictions 

might be imposed by various state govern-

ments in relation to Covid we have reluc-

tantly decided to defer the WA National Ral-

ly to a date yet to be fixed.  

The major driver here has been travel re-

strictions, possible lockdowns, the need to iso-

late if Covid positive, and the fact that the Omi-

cron variant is nothing short of rampant in Vic-

toria and NSW at the moment.  

In the absence of certainty in relation to travel 

(i.e. being able to get into WA and return 

home) many people will not, or more correctly, 

cannot commit. I have spoken to many eastern 

states members and this is the common re-

sponse which I fully understand. The Stay Mar-

garet River Motel has been very fair in not ask-

ing for deposits and we must allow them maxi-

mum time to take bookings.  

The Victorian Club has their Tour of Tasmania 

event scheduled for 2023 and the Queensland 

Club is currently planning for 2024. I have had 

informal discussions with Mark Hayes, the 

South Australian President and there is a 

strong possibility that we will be able to re-

schedule to 2025. 

Club Secretary Peter Withers and I are current-

ly working to refund monies and cancelling 

bookings. 

We greatly appreciate the support from so 

many of our local members in making the com-

mitment to join the Margaret River Ramble and 

look forward to your full support again when we 

are able to reschedule the next WA based Na-

tional Rally 

Jim Runciman on behalf of the Rally Com-
mittee 

RMCWA Rally Report Bulletin Number 7 
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Slow progress!! By Chris Reynolds 

Well, after many months my poor old Riley is 

making slow progress towards completion. And 

when I say slow, it's probably glacial, but none-

theless advancing. 

The car has now got windows reinstalled and 

painted wings refitted with no sign of the previ-

ous bubbled paintwork and rusty panels. Some 

(but not all) of the new paintwork actually looks 

reasonable so my paint spraying work has im-

proved a little with practice. 

I've also started to polish up the internal wood-

work and am surprised and pleased with the 

results. As you can see from the photos the 

original woodwork was very dowdy and the in-

lay looked cracked.  

Above: Before and after restoration  of door 

timbers              

I  was concerned that the inlay may just further 

deteriorate, and certainly one part of it needed 

to be re-glued, however the result after treat-

ment is, I think, very good. I am still to tackle 

the dashboard, but the door timbers are now all 

completed. 

I have also had to improvise a little on some of 

the work so I thought I'd pass on some of these 

"hacks" in case they are useful for you. The 

first is for the windows where a Bailey channel 

is used. Trouble is the Bailey channel dimen-

sions didn't correspond to any of those that I 

could locate amongst those commercially avail-

able. This was particularly the case for the rear 

windows on my Drophead, which have an ex-

ceptionally deep channel. So I just located 

some commercially available adhesive felt 

strips, sold for use as furniture/ floor protection, 

cut to size and replaced the original (and worn 

out) felt in the old Bailey channel. It seems to 

work a treat. 
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Based on that experience I followed up with a 

similar approach for the horizontal window seal 

between the glass and the door. Here I first put 

in a sheet of "P" section rubber molding, held 

in position by a strip of ex-packing case strap-

ping and screwed to the timber door frame.  

Above: The strapping screwed to the door 

timber 

Then I put the adhesive felt strip over the strip 

of strapping. The packing case strapping is 

very useful in this application; it is made of 

strong steel, covered in plastic, so provides a 

strong retention strip to hold the rubber in 

place and offers a good medium for the felt ad-

hesive to grip.  

Below: The product purchased to make the 

weather molding along the window 

Below:  A running board painted and re-

placed onto the RMD 

 I have collected parts for the engine and it is 

yet to  be cleaned and assem-

bled.  

Other things yet to be done will be 

replacing the regulator with a fuse 

box, include electrical compo-

nents and create separate circuits 

for trafficators and indicators.  

To improve the appearance of the 

interior new carpets and cleaning 

the headlining is on the agenda. 

The hope is that the whole project 

will be completed this year. 
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Tuesday Morning  1st: Riley Tinkerers at the 
Clubhouse, Samford. Restoration activities, 
friendship and technical advice.  Tea and cof-
fee provided. 

Sunday 13 am: AGM and monthly 

postponed until Sunday March 13th. 

Details to follow. 

Early advice: The AGM in March will be pre-

ceded by a breakfast run to Bullockys rest and 

the meeting will commence at 11 am, 13th 

March.  

March 13th 12 noon: Lunch shall be a sau-

sage sizzle provided by the club. Tea and cof-

fee provided.  BYO cold drinks or purchase 

from the club. 

 2024 National rally planning meeting after 

lunch to develop the national rally plan 

 Tuesday Morning 8th, 15th and 22nd Riley 

Tinkerers at the Clubhouse, Samford. Restora-

tion activities, friendship and technical advice.  

Tea and coffee provided. 

The Blue Streak Adelphi and a Riley recovery operation 

Above: At Phil Evan’s country retreat on the 

Fleurieu Peninsula: The Blue Streak Adelphi 

body has been drawn out of the container, 

taken off the trailer, turned around, put back 

onto the trailer facing forwards and the trail-

er has been backed up to the container 

again to load parts. 

Paul Baee was the principal person in the pur-

chase of the Adelphi body, 12/4 and Riley 9 

parts from South Africa. They had been deliv-

ered to Port Adelaide in a container in Decem-

ber last year. Phil Evans met the container at 

the Port Adelaide Warf and steam cleaned the 

parts before they were inspected by authorities 

for contaminants and then he had the container 

moved to his country retreat on the Fleurieu 

Peninsula.  It all started perhaps three years 

ago and shortly afterwards I was asked if I 

would like to purchase some of the parts and 

transport them to Sydney and then take some 

of them to Maleny. From Paul’s point of view it 

was all about retrieving Riley bits for his Silver 

Streak project (pre-war Riley V8) and the Blue 

streak Adelphi (pre-war big 4) was of interest to 

me. Paul wanted the body that was mounted 

on the chassis and so the deal agreed to was 

that the body in his garage was going to come 

to me in Queensland, he would take the more 

intact body on the big four chassis and we 

would share the bits.  

In January, the Cruiser was readied, the trailer 

was given new brakes, the day arrived, and the 

journey began. Maleny to Sydney was travelled 

without incident. The border between the states 

was devoid of uniformed Corona virus protec-

tors. Only two split window Volkswagens 

passed by to welcome me into NSW. Paul 

Baee’s house seemed unaffected by my pro-

longed absence. Shortly after arriving the host 

arrived and four respectable looking 15-inch  

February activities 
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Holden Ute wheels with new tyres were loaded 

onto the trailer. My host told me that they were 

destined to go to Phil Soden who was weather-

ing the COVID storm in Adelaide. Next, an Imp 

body was uncovered that was to go to Phil Ev-

ans, and it was decided to drill holes in the 

trailer deck and bolt it down to prevent it from 

shifting during the journey.  

Below: We have arrived in Adelaide to Phil 

Evan’s suburban shed where the Imp body 

was unloaded and Riley 9 guards loaded. 

All done, it was time to examine the progress 

made on the Silver Streak, one of a very few 

pre-war V8 Rileys still in existence. The engine 

was  impressive. Paul was asked if he would 

allow me to write a story about his progress in 

getting this magnificent Riley back onto the 

road. With an affirmative, we retired to the 

house to eat dinner. It consisted of steam veg-

gies and home-made sausage rolls made by 

my bride. 

The new day started early. The sun was just 

rising over the Sydney fog and we set off on 

our journey to the Adelaide Hills. All went well 

with our departure and pretty soon we were 

travelling South along the freeway towards the 

Wagga Wagga turnoff. Interestingly, while 

overtaking an interstate truck we came across 

a stationary car in the right-hand lane. Australi-

an drivers choose to do extraordinary things. A 

quick glance to the left and we swerved around 

the car and continued our journey. We passed 

through Hay and by 5 PM we arrived at 

Tooleybuc where we crossed the border into 

Victoria. Again, there was no official anti Covid-

19 welcoming party  and on this occasion, 

there was not even a Galah to announce our 

arrival. We turned right onto the Mallee High-

way and well before sunset we crossed into SA 

without even a fruit quarantine officer to greet 

us. I felt let down after expecting a demand to 

present travel passports at the border and dec-

larations that we were not harmful to the South 

Australian population.  

Ross McOmish had called prior to passing by 

Underpool on the Malley Highway and he in-

quired about our welfare and estimated time of 

arrival. I was unsure as now the greatest risk to 

our arrival was meeting up with a kangaroo 

and I was inclined to stop prior to meeting one. 

His call was a catalyst for Paul to declare that 

our first priority was to offload the Imp and 

tyres  and load a Blue Streak chassis, a poten-

tial body for the Silver Streak and some Riley 9 

bits for my Riley 9 Mark 3 project. We arrived 

in the Meadows district at early o’clock next 

morning. 

Following a brief snooze it was decided to visit 
Phil Evan’s at his business premises in Noar-
lunga. There a set of rusty later model Riley 9 
guards there that were offered for sale and 
they were accepted. 

Above Pristine Riley 9 guards 

 

Paul Baee described them as being in good 
and then later in ‘excellent condition’. I mar-
velled at his imagination.  
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  They were certainly what I needed and I was 

sure that they could be modified to achieve a 

Mark 3 appearance. While there a SV (Riley 

side valve) steering column was presented for 

inspection and Phil was asked if it could be 

borrowed and copied. Also borrowed was an 

example of a bonnet catch for copying.  

Above: The front bonnet catch 

David Thompson and Bev Wilson arrived with 

sandwiches and a bottle of red liquid for lunch 

and the conversation drifted towards COVID so 

I decided to sit on the running board of Phil’s 

Redwing for further contemplation of the SV 

project that was waiting for me at home. It 

seemed more energizing than conversation 

about COVID. 

Above: Phil’s SV Redwing 

By mid afternoon it was time to visit Phil’s 
country retreat where the South African  con-
tainer with the Riley bits were living. Access 
was a challenge.  The gated entrance required 
going down an incline over a narrow bridge 
and then backing into a narrow side paddock 
while swinging the trailer to my right and fol-

lowing it down without hitting the fence or driv-
ing over the edge of the bridge. It was accom-
plished with some care and then the trailer was 
backed along the narrow paddock and through 
another gate up to the container while missing 
the sacred Elm tree that had recently been 
planted in front of the container. The container 
was opened but the Riley was positioned in the 
wrong direction for the trailer. After some dis-
cussion it was decided to draw the Riley out of 
the container straight onto the trailer and then 
move it forward into the narrow paddock (about 
8 meters wide), take the Riley off the trailer, 
swing it around and mount the Car facing for-
ward. The manoeuvrer required a careful posi-
tioning of ramps from the container, winching 
the Riley forwards using the trailer winch  
whilst preventing it from rolling forward too fast 
by using a hand winch in the container to allow 
the car to be inched forward two or three inch-
es at a time. When the car was secured on the 
trailer the car was driven forward through the 
gate into the narrow paddock. To swing the car 
around the tyres were inflated, the car was 
pushed off the trailer using the trailer winch to 
restrain it, the steering wheel was turned to the 
opposite lock, the car was pushed backwards 
and then Phil was able to use his tractor to pull 
the front end of the car around to face the trail-
er. The Riley was winched up onto the trailer 
and the trailer was backed up to the entrance 
of the container. After that the contents of the 
trailer was emptied onto the grass, sorted and 
loaded into the Blue streak, on the trailer floor 
under the car and all around it. Then the whole 
cocktail was strapped down for the trip home. 
Getting out onto the road was a reversal of the 
entrance procedure.  

Below: Paul Baee and Phil Evan’s unload-
ing the container 
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Above: Riley parts sorted and being loaded 

onto the trailer 

By 5 pm and several cups of tea afterwards 

the trailer was reversed into David and Bev’s 

driveway, the trailer unhooked and a visit to 

Ross and Geraldine McOmish was made. That 

evening we looked at the finish on the Drop-

head.in the garage. It was amazing. The paint 

was two pack. The roof was finished to period 

correct detail and seats and carpet were neatly 

finished. Next day we discussed the progress 

on the restoration of Ross’ RMB, made some 

decisions about the steering rack, the meeting 

of the two-tone colour scheme on the body and 

doors and the work required on the engine and 

gearbox. It was a satisfying outcome. 

The journey back to Hornsby was as unevent-
ful as was the trip to Adelaide. We saw a few 
scarce traffic police, a couple of trucks and 
people returning home from holidays, but noth-
ing of note. Arrival at Hornsby was late so din-
ner was in order and we retired for the even-
ing.  Next day, Paul’s Rileys were taken out of 
the garage, the V8 chassis drawn forward, en-
gine and floor pan moved and the body was 
carried out from its position in the garage. Vari-
ous parts including rear and side windows, 
jacking handle, doors, trim examples and lots 
of other parts were brought out. Later all of the 
parts were examined and divided as equally as 
they could be. The front and rear lawn were 
littered with Riley bits and thankfully the Syd-
ney weather was kind. The trailer was then 
backed into Paul’s driveway and the Adelphi 
body lift 

ed off the chassis, loaded onto a box trailer 
and dragged back to Paul’s rear garage.  

Below: The Adelphi body that came in the 
container taken off the chassis 

 On the second day the floor pan that had 
been in Paul’s garage was fitted onto the chas-
sis that was on the trailer. The Adelphi body 
that had been in Paul’s garage was then lifted 
(with some difficulty) over the floor pan and 
rested in place. The parts were then loaded 
under and around the Riley and it was secured 
in place with tie downs. By the end of day two 
all of the parts were either on the trailer or in 
Paul’s rear garage. 

The trip home was largely uneventful with the 
exception of the front tyre on the passenger 
side of the trailer picked up a screw and disin-
tegrated. The other issue was that the roof  
skin peeled back a little in the wind. Both prob-
lems were fixed on the way to Maleny and now 
the bits are hanging on the walls of the bottom 
garage. It was a successful outing. 
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Paul Baee’s Silver Streak (V8 pre-war Riley) 

Above: The timing gears and below chassis 

cleaned and repopulated with axles and dif-

ferential. 

Maybe 25 V8 Rileys were made but nobody  

really knows. There are definitely 2 in Austral-

ia. The engine number on Paul Baee’s Riley is 

108 so there could have been more than 108 

cast or the numbering could have started at 

100. The same is true about the chassis. The 

number of this Riley is 87 A 211. The first two 

digits refers to 1937 (yes, if you are thinking 

that there is hardly a connection between the 

numbers and the year, you are right) The num-

bering can be found in the book, ‘As Old as the 

Industry as modern as the hour’. There may 

have been 200 plus made or  the numbering 

could have begun at 200.  

On the previous occasion that this Riley was 

visited the sump had been taken off the engine 

and it was being cleaned. The radiator was be-

ing manufactured by a Sydney firm. The front 

half of the chassis had been cleaned and 

painted and the scuttle had been trial fitted. 

Above: The bores are Riley 9 size — small  

capacity but lots of torque 

The engine came apart easily. Two bores were 

scored so all the bores were bored and 

sleeved to standard piston size and Riley 9 

pistons were purchased. The plugs were re-

moved from the crank and it was found that 

the galleries were nine tenths blocked. The 

galleries were cleaned out and the plugs were 

refitted.  
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There are two water pumps. These are driven 
by the cam shafts. They were seized over 
years of corrosion and gunk. With much lubri-
cation, chipping and light pressure  they even-
tually came off in one piece and were disas-
sembled. To keep the oil on one side and the 
water on the other side a seal was employed to 
contain the oil and a dog drive linked the pump 
to the cam and on the inside of that a carbon 
ring was fitted to retain the water. A carbon 
block was machined to make the water seal. 
Two holes were drilled into the bronze impel-
lers and these were tapped to provide a secure 
holding point to separate it from its housing.  
With the hope that the pumps would not leak a  
speedy seal was fitted into the drive dog and a 
oil seal went over that into the timing case cov-
er opening. 

The bores were all sleeved and bored back to 

standard. Riley 9 pistons were purchased from 

the Riley Register and Riley 9 valves, springs 

and collets will fitted into the head. The cams 

went to Clive Cams to get cleaned up. That 

modification was done by an unknown person 

in Victoria. The crank was modified to take B 

series slipper shells. They fit Morris, MG, Aus-

tin A40 and 1 ½ pre and post war Rileys. The 

timing gears were intact. The oil filter is fitted to 

the front of the engine and has the appearance 

of a slim silver finger rising above the head. 

BMW motor bike oil filters make the best fit. 

From the sump the oil is pumped through a 

copper pipe to the outside of the filter and after 

filtering passes back down to the crank. It then 

continues on its journey through the engine. 

The pump is the same as is found in the Auto-

via and this only required cleaning. The pump 

is driven by a cam gear half way along the cam 

shaft just like the RMs These are prone to run-

ning dry and wear. Advice from other V8 custo-

dians is to drill a hole through the camshaft to 

deliver oil under pressure to the gear. 

The crank was put back  into the block first. 
Large bronze blocks were employed to counter 
balance the crank. The conrods were passed 
into the bores past the crank and the pistons 
were fitted to the small ends above the block 
face. The big end slippers are fitted just in the 
same way that RMB engines are and these are 
fitted onto the big end journals. Whoever did 

the machining was skilled and did a good job. 
The mains bearings were poured. While the 
engine was living in Melbourne significant effort 
was put into getting the bearings right. The 
tube bearings were poured as slippers  could 
not be fitted.  

Above: Distributer parts, although rare can 
still be found 

At the time of writing the heads were with an 

engineer for repair but during my stay a signifi-

cant repair was completed. The threads in 

spark plug number 1 and thee on both heads 

had developed holes. Apparently this was a 

common weakness. The engineer will need to 

bore the spark plug openings out, cut a thread 

and fit inserts. The spark plug opening will take 

12 mm spark plugs instead of the 18 mm origi-

nals  to provide more meat in the plugs. Also 

the 12 mm spark plugs reach further into the 

combustion chamber. The original 18 mm 

spark plugs only reached half way down the 

plug opening but long reach 12 mm plugs 

reach down to the top of the combustion cham-

ber. 
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The only cam timing information could be 

found in the book, ‘As old as the Industry’ by 

David Styles. A degree wheel was mounted to 

the front of the crank and the crank was rotated 

so number one piston was at TDC. The inlet 

cams were set at 5 degrees before TDC. The 

next thing to do is to torque the big end bolts to 

the same torque as 12.4s and then the sump 

will go on and oil will be introduced. 

 

The clutch is the same as in the 12/4 but with 
bigger diameter springs. The clutch housing 

was manufactured by the WA club. It is 2 Kilos 
lighter than the original a and t does not ex-
plode. The housings were bored to take the 
larger springs. There were no specs on the en-
gine so the spring tensions were unknown. 

Adjacent: The inlet manifold and below the 
radiator 

 The RCAHT is pleased to announce that we 
will be going live with the digital Archive at the 
end of December 2021.  
 
The website - rileycarsarchive.org - has been 
live for some months now and there has been a 
lot of work “behind the scenes” on the Archive 
database itself. 
  
From January 2022 onwards you will be able to 
carry out a search by model, person, etc and 
view any digital images we have on file. 
  
Please be aware that this is an on-going project 
and more material will be added by our team of 
volunteers at Unit 8 in Coventry over the com-
ing months. 
  
We are always in need of volunteers to help 
with developing the digital archive. It does not 
matter which club you belong to or where in the 
world you live; if you have access to the inter-
net we would welcome your support. 

Please contact us 
via enquiries@rileycarsarchive.org and we will 
be in contact with you. 
  
We would welcome your feedback on how the 
Archive is working for you; please contact us 
through the website or 
at enquiries@rileycarsarchive.org. 
A guidance note will be on the website to help 
you find your way around the website and data-
base. 
  
We hope you enjoy the contents of the Archive 
and if you have any historical material you 
would like to donate, please let us know; we 
would be delighted to receive it. 
  
From: 
Martin Collisson 
Riley Cars Archive Heritage Trust (RCAHT) 
RCAHT Comms, Publicity and IT Project Lead 
 

The Riley Cars Archive Heritage Trust (RCAHT) 

http://rileycarsarchive.org/
mailto:enquiries@rileycarsarchive.org
mailto:enquiries@rileycarsarchive.org
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Silly assumptions and getting a roadworthy certificate 

Above: The steering wheel repaired and the 

instruments looking good. 

Usually, Rileys have been taken down the hill 

to Caloundra to get a roadworthy, but this time 

it was decided to ‘go local’. A  particular me-

chanic was chosen because he had an English 

background, and it was wrongly assumed that 

he would know something about English built 

motor cars. The Riley was delivered and left 

with the mechanic and later that afternoon a 

telephone call was received to come and pick 

the car up. I was amazed at the list of faults 

that were identified. One of them was clearly 

legitimate but the others not. If the mechanic 

did not know how to switch a component on it 

was failed. The brake light would not go off be-

cause the handbrake was on, the windscreen 

wipers did not work because the mechanic did 

not know how to engage the wipers. There was 

a small movement in the front wheels because 

they were roller bearings and not hub bearings. 

The list went on. The clearly legitimate thing 

was the steering rack boots, the cracks in the 

steering wheel grip and the rear universal 

joint . It had been nearly two years since the 

steering was overhauled and both steering 

rack boots had cracks in them. ‘Fair enough’ 

was my thought. I should have rechecked them 

before taking them to the mechanic.  

The list was attacked from the biggest tasks to 

the smallest. The biggest issue was the classic 

Riley rear spring sag, only on this Riley the 

passenger side had sagged a little more than 

the driver’s side causing the Riley to lean  to 

the passenger side. The mechanic recorded it 

as incorrect torsion bar adjustment and all that 

was needed was adjustment. Apart from that, 

the  shackle rubbers were failed. They had pre-

viously been inspected and considered suffi-

ciently good enough not to be replaced. The 

pictured rubbers are included for your interest 

(see next page). The remedy chosen to sort 

out the sag problem was replacement, and two 

11 leaf rear spring specimens were chosen, 

cleaned and fitted with new shackle rubbers. 

The sag problem was cured.  

The next failed component was the rear univer-
sal joint on the propeller shaft. There was a 
small lateral movement on the side of one of 
the cups that had not been detected. The  
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propeller shaft was removed, and the universal 
joint replaced. On close inspection this univer-
sal joint had a small wriggle room between the 
pin bearing cup and the retaining clip and the 
cup had moved fractionally in the yoke  away 
from the centre. The result was that the univer-
sal joint had the capability of a slight lateral 
movement. The fault could temporarily be fixed 
by tapping the cup back into position but it was 
expected to be replaced and so it was. 

Above: The shackle rubbers and universal 
joint seemed fine but were easily replaced. 

It is not a simple task to replace steering gait-

ers. On an RMC the pinch bolt has to be loos-

ened that clamps the rack and pinion into the 

second steering box. Two of the anchor bolts 

for the rack and pinion are also the bolts that 

fix the engine cradle in place. Their nuts have 

to be removed along with two smaller fixing 

bolts on either side of the rack. The steering 

connecting rods can then be loosened and un-

screwed leaving the rack and pinion free to be 

removed. After the retaining bolts were with-

drawn the rack and pinion was wriggled free 

and withdrawn from the Riley. After that it is a 

simple matter of removing the two set bolts on 

the passenger side housing, removing the 

housing and running the double eye with the 

rack along the tube and out of the assembly. 

The new gaiter on the drivers’ side can then be 

fitted, the double eyes with the rack was re-

placed and then the passenger side gaiter was 

fitted. Once all the parts were in place the gait-

ers were fixed into their positions with cable 

ties and the whole assembly refitted into its po-

sition. For me, that was a day’s work. 

The Riley was then ready to be returned to the 

mechanic for a second go at getting the road-

worthy certificate. In the first instance a demon-

stration was conducted on  how the headlamps 

are switched on and how high and low beam 

are switched from one to the other. On the 

RMC the headlamps are switched from a lever 

on the horn push surround. After that the right-

hand indicator was switched on, the engine 

gunned to increase the voltage to the traffica-

tors and with a tap on the side of the body the 

trafficator popped out. The last trick was to 

demonstrate how the windscreen wipers work. 

This is done by moving the driver’s side knob 

until the wiper arm falls into its locked position. 

This closes the electrical circuit and the wiper 

begin to work. The mechanic smiled and said, 

‘they all work differently.’ And since I only play 

with Rileys all I could do was nod and accept 

the roadworthy certificate.  

It was an interesting learning experience: Just 

because it is ‘old hat’ to a Riley enthusiast it 

doesn’t mean that it is old hat to everyone else. 

Mature aged mechanics don’t necessarily 

know how to operate the controls on a Riley. 

And this particular mechanic was not interested 

in learning them either so if any Rileys are tak-

en to him in the future the controls will need to 

be demonstrated. I wonder how he will go on 

rear wheel only brakes? He said that any car 

including the 1924 Side Valve Riley that I had 

in mind only has to achieve 65% efficiency but 

when new I suspect they were not that effi-

cient. 

 A footnote: The last time the Riley had been 
registered was in 1990. At the time Main 
Roads had not digitalised vehicles that had 
been registered previously. So, when the Riley 
was taken to get it registered last month, the 
owner was in attendance, the last registration 
papers were in hand but there was no digital 
evidence that it existed. One of the issues 
brought up was that the owner’s son had a 
roadster with a similar chassis number, but it 
was all too hard so the registration was de-
ferred until a head office person could make 
the decision. The conclusion is that all of this  
is all part of getting an old car re-registered.  
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For Sale 

Nola Holmes'  
Rileys.  
Toowoomba 
 
An RMB  
pictured  
Opposite. 
 
Next page two        
Pathfinders 
 
The RMB may 
possibly be 
made to run.  
The body is 
straight  but 
needs a timber  
frame.  
 
The boot floor 
and spare 
wheel well are 
rusted out.  
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The Pathfinders are in very poor condition but the two 

cars may be made into one goer. 

Best offer. 

 

Telephone Mrs Nola Holmes 

0438391764 

 


