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David Poulson’s RMA at the               
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Editorial 

This week has been something of a challenge 

with some significant unplanned events but the 

publishing of Torquetube is better late than 

never. The front page pictures David Poulson’s 

1947 RMA. David contacted me about provid-

ing a rear window frame and fillet. The story 

about making it begins on page 4, but it did not 

fit. The ‘47 tub is more rounded than the ‘48 

and later Rileys so another window frame is 

being made 8 mm deeper  in the middle of the 

bottom piece.  

Thank you to Chris Reynolds who provided an 

article about the Tuesday tinkers.  Apart from 

that all you have is articles that have been de-

veloped out of activities in my garage or timber 

workshop. Hopefully the bits needed for a Riley 

9 oil filter will have arrived by the next Torque-

tube. Recently discovered is a steel tube com-

pany that can supply tubes suitable for  the ad-

vance/retard and hand throttle on the Side 

Valve (SV). Does anyone have SV steering col-

umn controls lying around in their garage? It 

would save 

me some 

work.  

Something 

else discov-

ered recently: 

Horn pushes 

for the 9 and 

the SV 

The Editor appreciates receiving articles by the 21st of the month 
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Annual General Meeting  

Above: From the left Matthew French, Rod 

Longdon, Chris Reynolds, Mark Baldock 

and Marshall Holms 

The meeting was treated to a very comprehen-

sive report from the 2021 president, Chris 

Reynolds who presided over outings, attended 

the Tuesday workshop activities at the club 

house and led the monthly meetings through-

out the year.  

The central aspect of the meeting was the 
election of committee members and at the ap-
propriate moment Chris stepped down and Bill 

White took the chair to preside over the elec-
tion of the 2022 committee and sub-committee. 
All of those elected were elected unopposed 
and congratulated on their successful uncon-
tested offer to work for the club.  

The president’s report is in the minutes that 
are attached to your emailed copy of the      
Torquetube and the elected members of the 
committee are listed on the page two of the 
magazine.  

April Club Activities 

Tuesday Morning 5th: Riley Tinkerers at the 

Clubhouse, Samford. Restoration activities, 

friendship and technical advice. BYO lunch and 

drinks. Tea and coffee provided 

Saturday 9th:  Riley Motor Club Outing to 
the Caloundra Air Museum. 
Two runs are scheduled, the first at 1100hrs 
and the second at 1300hrs. it is anticipated that 
up to nine engines of varying types will be run, 
depending of course what happens on the day 
as most engines are very old and like the rest 
of us can be a bit temperamental. 
In addition to the engine run all other aircraft 
are available for viewing with some expert com-
mentary available. 
It is suggested arriving in time for the 1100hrs 
run which takes about an hour to complete, and 
then moving around the other exhibits until 
such time as interest wanes, followed by lunch 
at one of the many available venues in the vi-
cinity. 
I believe the current admission charges are 
$20/adult, $15/concession, $10/child and $40/
family. 
The address of the Museum is Pathfinder Drive, 
Caloundra, immediately adjoining the Caloun-

dra Aerodrome which is well signed in Caloun-
dra Rd. 
On a good day the trip from Highvale to the Mu-
seum should take about 11/4 hrs. 
Also meet up at the usual Burpengary service 
on the freeway at 10am for all those coming 
from the south 
 

Tuesday Morning 12th: Riley Tinkerers at the 

Clubhouse, Samford. Restoration activities, 

friendship and technical advice. BYO lunch and 

drinks. Tea and coffee provided 

Tuesday 12th 11 am. Monthly Meeting 

of the RMCQ at the Riley Clubhouse, 

38 Showgrounds Drive, Highvale 

4520, Samford Show Grounds.   

Tuesday Morning 19th and 26th: Riley Tink-

erers at the Clubhouse, Samford. Restoration 

activities, friendship and technical advice. BYO 

lunch and drinks. Tea and coffee provided 
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Tuesday meetings at the spare parts shed and 
club house aren’t all just coffee, tea, food and 
gossip, although there’s a fair share of that! 
 
In the last month there’s been a number of 
parts donated, so thanks for those. They have 
been put away on our shelves or racks, which 
always means that we take the opportunity to 
rearrange and rationalise the stock. Parts avail-
ability of both new and pre-used parts for Ri-
leys must be the envy of most other car 
marques. 
 
We are not limited to Riley’s either. We have 
spent time puzzling over how to reassemble 
Graham Bourne’s motorcycle clutch mecha-
nism and repair parts of John Hansford’s 
Dodge. 

 
We’ve also now been working on Brian Jack-
son’s RMA.  This is in remarkable condition 
and has low mileage but on previous attempts 
to drive Stamford always stopped part way with 
a fuel blockage. This time it came on the back 
of Trevor Taylor’s trailer The fuel tank has 
been removed and discarded as just too rusty 
and a replacement from the club spares is be-
ing refurbished for refitting. The Tuesday Tink-
erers are also part way through replacing the 
exhaust manifold, which was leaking, and the 
water pump, which was also leaking. It will also 
have rear axle seals replaced before it is sold, 
Brian, unhappily, being unable to drive any 
longer. 
 

What’s going on in the Riley Club shed?  By Chris Reynolds 

RM rear window frames 

Above: The rear window frame, fillet, an-

gled brackets  and support for the parcel 

shelf 

For RM’s one of the most likely locations for 

water incursion is around the rear window rub-

ber. The effects may go unnoticed for some 

time but sooner or later the timber becomes 

soft and the moisture makes its way through 

into the frame, the fillet and the parcel shelf. 

Frames that are made in my workshop are cut 

to utilize the thicker of the two rubber extru-

sions that are available on the market. The 

thicker rubbers are used because if the Riley 

has been out in the rain, water tends to pool in 

the bottom two edges of the window opening. 

The thinner rubber makes a deeper valley and 

moisture has a greater likelihood of penetrating 

into the timber frame between the vinyl hood 

and the rubber. In past times when my Riley 

was out in the rain the rear window was always 

wiped dry when I arrived home  to lengthen the 

life of the timber behind the vinyl.  

Currently three frames are being made in the 
workshop, one of them is for a courageous re-
storer in Tasmania who has recently pur-
chased a 1947 RMA. Besides the frame, a fillet 
is being made, the timber brackets for attach-
ing the parcel shelf and the parcel shelf, itself. 
All these tend to suffer the same fate as gravity 
transports the moisture through the window 
frame, the fillet and the parcel shelf. The tim-
ber used is variously called Rose Wood, Rose 
Gum or Flooded Gum. It’s home is the marshy 
areas along the northern NSW and Queens-
land southern coast and it is resistant to rot as 
well as being hard, even grained and light. Mr 
Tootle the author of the Woodies Bible rates its 
above ground durability as a 2, and its hard-
ness as 7.8  and he says it is easy to shape. 
Durability wise number 1 is rated as the high-
est durability. English Ash is on the opposite 
end of the scale and that is why RMs generally 
have lots of rot when you get them. 

Templates for each of the parts are kept in the 
workshop and these are used to mark out the 
shape on the timber that was previously pre-
pared using a thicknesser and a cut-off saw.  A 
bandsaw with a thin blade is used to make the 
cuts as accurately as possible.  
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The joins at the ends of the pieces are cut out 

using a bandsaw and then a bench router with 

a fence is used to make the cuts accurate  in 

depth and width. These are placed in an as-

sembly box that sets the external dimensions 

of the window so that each window made is 

very close to being the same size.  

Above: The assembly box and above that 

the template for the rear window cut out . 

The parts are then screwed together. Glue is 

never used but minor imperfections revealed in 

the timber after cutting and shaping are filled 

with a plastic filler. The timber frame is then 

removed from the template box and the exter-

nal shape of the window is marked out and 

shaped using a plane. The frame is then put 

back into the template box and a lid with a rear 

window cradle fixed to it is screwed onto the 

box. It is then flipped over and the other face of 

the box is removed and a rear window tem-

plate is screwed onto the box. Using a router 

with a brass collar the window shape is cut out 

and then the rear window frame is smoothed 

with sanding tools of various kinds. The open-

ing is then checked against a rear window and 

when satisfied that the cut is at the right depth 

and shape the window is flipped over to do the 

edges of the window opening. The rounded 

shape on the outside of the window framed is 

shaped first of by using a router and the whole 

assembly is further shaped and smoothed us-

ing various kinds of sanding tools. 

The fillet is screwed to the bottom of the win-

dow frame and the rear sides of the corner 

blocks and it provides connection and 

strengthening to the rear end timbers . To 

make it another template is used to mark out 

the shape on timber that has previously been 

cut to length with a cut off saw and to the cor-

rect depth with a thicknesser. It is ‘roughly’ 

shaped using a bandsaw  and then smoothed 

with the use of various sanding tools. The cut-

outs for the tub strengthening frame are cut 

into the fillet and the edges shaped to match 

the template.  

Above: The fillet and an original speaker 

cut out 

The spacer blocks are a pain because there 
are three different angles cut into them that re-
quire some accuracy. The first angle cut is set 
up on the bandsaw table and the length of tim-
ber chosen is shaped along one side of the 
timber. This is further shaped using a table 
sander to get the angle consistently correct. 
Templates are used to mark out the length and 
the edge of the cut on the other side of the  
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timber. The 90 degree ends are cut using the 

band saw and then the table is reset to cut the 

angle on the other side of the timber. The top 

of the timber is marked out and a plane is 

used to make the final cut. Thankfully the last 

piece of timber is basically a regular shape 

and at this stage all four sides are cut at 90 

degrees on a table saw and then finished us-

ing a thicknesser. It is 3 feet long. The angled 

blocks are then screwed to the fillet so that the 

outside edge corresponds to the length of the 

last timber made. The shape of the angled 

blocks follows the curve of the fillet, and the 

other side should line up so the straight length 

sits squarely on top of the blocks. Surprisingly 

it often does. The straight timber is then 

screwed to the blocks and the outside edge is 

shaped with a  plane to correspond with the 

angle of the fillet.  

Above: The window frame painted and then 

covered with three coats of marine varnish  

At this stage both the window surround and 

the fillet with its spacer blocks and straight bot-

tom are complete. When fitted the fillet should 

fit the bottom shape of the window surround 

and the straight edge of the bottom piece  

should correspond with the top edge of the 

parcel shelf.  

Above: The re-enforcing on a salvaged  

parcel shelf  

After testing that this is so the whole assembly 

is painted on this occasion with an oil-based 

paint and then three coats of marine varnish to 

prolong the life of the assembly  and then it is 

fitted to the Riley. The whole project took 

about two weeks to complete three sets or 18 

hours for each set so you can see that making 

it yourself rather than buying a set is a worth-

while project.  

 

Below: The complete assembly. The oval 

cut out for the speaker box has been omit-

ted but needs to be removed and covered 

with a finishing material 
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2023 Riley Tour of Tasmania Booking Form 

To be completed and returned via email or post before 31
st
 May 20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

***Please supply a photo of the Riley you will be drive for the Rally.*** 
 

 

 

It is important for us to know when you are travelling (14
th
 & 24

th
 March or other dates) and 

where you are staying. We need know everyone expected has arrived or where to find you, 

should you and anyone else require any assistance. 

 

 
   

NAME(S) OF PERSONS ATTENDING  (as you want it to appear on your name tag) 

1. 
  

2. 

3. 4. 
  

VEHICLE DETAILS:   

Car Year: Colour: 
  

Rego No. 

Make: 
  

Model: 

OTHER: 

Your Riley Club:  e.g. (ACT, NSW,QLD, SA, VIC, WA, UK,  None, etc)   

Are you willing to take passengers on some day trips? Y   /    N 

Do you need Trailer Storage? Y   /    N 

Would you like a loan Car if possible?  (International Attendees) Y  /     N 

SPIRIT OF TASMANIA BOOKINGS 

Geelong Departure date:                    /      /2023 Time: Booking No: 

Devonport Departure date:                /      /2023 Time: Booking No: 

Alternatively Flying over and Hiring car.     

Flight to: Tasmania:  Date                   /       / 2023 Arrival Time: Airline: 

Flight from Tasmania: Date                /       / 2023 Arrival Time: Airline: 

BOOKING IN THE NAME(S) OF: 
  
  

  

Address: 
  

  

STATE: 
  

Telephone(s): 

Email: 
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ACCOMMODATION BOOKINGS   (Please place ‘X’ next to your accommodation venue ) or list Venue if 

Other. 

Hobart 

  Riverfront Motel & Villas   Rydges Hotel 

  Risdon Discovery Cabin Park   Other: 

Swansea 

  Swansea Holiday Park   Swansea Beach Chalets  

  Swansea Motor Inn   Other: 

Launceston 

  Country Club Tasmania   Grand Chancellor Hotel 

  Other:     

NOTE: Please ensure you also record the number of people for free events below, as we need 

Events No of people $ per head Total $ 

Welcome Dinner:  Wednesday 15th   $ 55 $ 

Tasmanian Vintage Car Club BBQ Dinner:   Free $         0 

Mid-Tour Dinner:  Monday 20th   $ 50 $ 

Presentation Dinner:  Friday 24th   $ 60   

Farewell Breakfast:  Saturday 25th   $ 12 $ 

    TOTAL: $ 

RALLY EVENTS: 

Events No of people $ per head Total $ 

Port Arthur Entry & Tour .  Discounted Entry/ Tour 

fees are:   $41 Adults / $33 Concession card. 

  
  

$ 41 

$ 33 

$ 

$ 

Entally House Hadspen Wed 22nd   Free $            0 

Entally House Hadspen Wed 22nd Morning Tea   Free $            0 

    TOTAL: $ 

MEAL & DIETARY / MEDICAL REQUIREMENTS 

NAME: NAME: 
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INDEMNITY:     I hereby agree, 

To be bound by all road and traffic laws and regulations. 

To show due courtesy to all users of the road. 

That all entrants enter and participate in Riley Tour of Tasmania at their own risk. The 

entrant, any of his/her party, and or his/her vehicle participating in this event, shall 

waive the right of action at law against the Riley Motor Club (Inc.in Vic), their repre-

sentatives or agents, for loss, damage or injury arising from participation. 

 

 

Name:  …………………………………………………………….        Date:                /          /     

 

COST SUMMARY:      There is no Rally Fee. 

Total Meals Cost: $ 

Total Events Cost: $ 

TOTAL: 
  

$ 

50% Deposit payable with booking by  
31st May 2022 

$ 

    

Balance due on 30th Nov 2022 $ 

    

Payment:  

Online Bank Transfer:    Riley Motor Club Rally Account.   BSB.  033 052        ACCOUNT NO. 

124 954 

                                           Ensure you enter your full name as reference on the transfer. 

  By cheque payable to:   Riley Motor Club Rally Account posted to   

       RMCV Rally Committee, 179 Boathole Rd, Ruffy. Vic 3666  

 

Booking check list: 

Spirit of Tasmania and Accommodation booking details entered. 

Return completed Booking Form (pages 1 to 3) either by: email or post  

Pay 50% deposit, Payment made by EFT or cheque. 

Photo of your car supplied by email or post. 

 

email to:                rileytasrally2023@outlook.com 

Post to:                  RMCV Rally Committee,  179 Boathole Rd, Ruffy. Vic 3666 Booking check list: 

 

 

mailto:rileytasrally2023@outlook.com
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Tools that have broken and nuts that I have been mangled 

Many backyard enthusiasts have started out 

this way. I bought my first set of tools as a 

teenager. In those days Japanese tools were 

equivalent to what Chinese tools were ten 

years ago. Despite the proud claim, ‘chrome 

vanadium’ one by one they broke – not just the 

open enders but the ring spanners as well. 

Then in my early twenties the first Riley  I ever 

owned was dragged into my garage. Metric 

and SAE spanners didn’t quite fit but I tried 

them on a few nuts and turned perfectly good 

six sided nuts into round ones. It was time to 

look for some Whitworth spanners. This time 

the place of origin of the tools purchased was  

England and a few came from Germany. They 

were sitting on benches at swap meets. A 

whole set of Gedore sockets came my way 

through such a venue, as well as some odd 

ring spanners and lots of open enders that 

have rarely been used but followed me around 

to the various places where I lived until I retired 

to the Treehaven retirement home  where they 

still hang on the garage shadow board today. 

They never broke and they never turned six 

sided nuts into round ones. 

Above: A recent breakage of a cheap ring 

spanner and a pair of  adjustable ‘C’       

spanners 

At the end of my  workshop manual a special 

tools chapter was discovered (chapter Q). It 

came in handy when my first half shaft 

snapped. Cliff Goodman supplied the new 

shaft. It was expensive but he said it would not 

break. (At around this same time I heard about 

a Riley enthusiast who was driving over the 

East Perth bridge. The story may be a bit apoc-

ryphal, but I believe it. Apparently, the half 

shaft came out of the axle and overtook him on 

the bridge. I can only imagine that the brake 

rod was defective, and it broke off at one of the 

threaded ends allowing the wheel to escape, 

but I don’t really know. Whatever happened, 

one can only assume that the driver had not 

secured the retaining nut and  the retaining 

washer tab may not have been pushed against 

one of its flats correctly. Since then, I have 

come across loose retaining nuts and some-

times retaining washers that have fatigued with 

many uses and the tab had broken off. There 

have also been many mangled retaining nuts 

that have either been loosened or tightened 

with a cold chisel)  Anyway, in the special tools 

section of the manual I was surprised to find no 

tool pictured for undoing and tightening the re-

taining nut .  After mangling my first retaining 

nut a tool was made and painted white so it 

would stand out when I was looking for it. It 

worked and it is still in my garage today and I 

don’t have any mangled retaining nuts since 

the tool was made. I also have to confess that 

today it could not be found. So there is no pic-

ture of it to share with you  

The tool is simply a galvanized iron pipe larger 
in diameter than the half shaft retaining nut 
with some flats welded into it that fit up to the 
flats on the retaining nut. At the other end,  
cross bars were welded to the pipe and they 
provide the mechanical advantage for undoing 
the retaining nut and later for replacing it.  

Now to get to the point of this story; There are 
quite a few special tools listed in the Riley RM 
workshop manual. One of them is a ‘C’ span-
ner for undoing the retaining nuts on the tor-
sion bar sleeves and another one for undoing 
and tightening the wheel bearing covers. Over 
the years 3 ‘C’ spanners of various sizes and 
two adjustable ‘C’ spanners have been ac-
quired. After cleaning up the retaining nuts on 
the torsion bar sleeves where previous enthusi-
asts have applied the big hammer and drift the 
‘C’ spanners have been employed to remove 
and replace the nuts. Over the years 3 ‘C’  
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spanners of various sizes and two adjustable 

‘C’ spanners have been acquired. After clean-

ing up the retaining nuts on the torsion bar 

sleeves where previous enthusiasts have ap-

plied the big hammer and drift the ‘C’ spanners 

were employed to remove and replace the 

nuts. Effective use of the ‘C’ spanners is not 

that difficult although I have to admit to using a 

pipe to increase  the mechanical advantage on 

the spanner to free the nut.  

Above: An adjustable ‘C’ spanner on the 

torque tube retaining nut 

The Riley that is being worked on at the mo-
ment had tight locknuts. The retaining springs 
came off easily. The nuts however were a dif-
ferent story. They did come off but with some 
effort. The suspension arms were removed, 
and the torsion tubes were pushed out using a 
shop press.                                              

Above: The Torquetube has been pushed 
out of the engine cradle sleeve leaving the 
rubber bushes in situ 

It is important to leave the two bolts on either 
side of the torsion outer tube alone as they re-
tain a central steel sleeve (spacer assembly 
item 34 on page K6) that needs to remain in 
place.  

At this point it is also worth mentioning that 
each of the torsion bar nuts have drilled holes 
for the retaining springs to fit through into the 
torsion tubes. The positions of the drillings are 
different on each of the torsion tubes so the 
nuts need to be marked and returned to the 
same torsion tube end that they came from 
otherwise new holes need to be drilled through 
the tubes and this may not be easy as Riley 
bits tend to get in the way of lining up a drill.  

Above: You can see the retaining spring 
end coming through the nut into the 
torque tube 

With the engine cradle apart, it was taken to a 
sand blaster along with the chassis and when 
it came home it was without rust and paint 
residue but with sand imbedded in 2 pack 

green sealing paint. You can pick that out from 
the interior of the torque tube above. 
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The sand and excess paint needed to be 

scaped out of the various orifices.  

This done the rubber sleeves were pushed into 

place in the torque tubes by hand without lubri-

cant. The tube was cleaned up with a wire 

wheel and heavily lubricated with rubber 

grease as was the inside surface of the rubber 

sleeves. The tube was then pressed back into 

place.  

Above: The torque tubes with the old     

rubber sleeves removed and the new ones 

about to be fitted. 

Finally, the cradle was painted with a chassis 

paint, fitted back onto the chassis and bolted 

into place. Later the rubber bushes were fitted 

to the top link spindles (item 24 page K6) and 

to the spindles (item 20) and the suspension 

arms were fitted onto the torsion tube splines 

and the swivel pins and the retaining nuts 

done up until the cross-piece bolt holes lined 

up. The cross pieces with their rubber stops 

and the shock absorber bolts were fitted and 

done up.  

At the end of reassembly, the lock nuts       
needed to be refitted ( item 38 on page K7) 
and the wire retaining springs (item 40 on 
page K7) employed. The thread on the torsion 
bar sleeve (item 54 on page K6) is often 
burred and the nut is hard to refit. To do this 
some valve grinding paste mixed with oil has 
been smeared onto the thread and the ‘C’ 
spanner has been used to work the nut back 
and forward until the nut could be threaded up 
to locking stage by hand. This takes more than 
a few minutes but is worth doing to avoid the 
use of a cold chisel and sledgehammer. There 
is great value in having the assembly complete 
without mangled nuts and those coming after 
you will appreciate usable nuts when they 
come to do the job in 2050. 

Loose bolts sink trips   pictures courtesy of Mike and Lee Bramwell 

Above: An unexpected activity during the week 
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A scuttle was being fabricated for a ’49 RMB 
when my bride brought the mobile phone down 
to me and said  ‘Mike has called and he wants 
to talk to you.’ ‘Who is Mike’ I wondered? I took 
the call and it turned out to be Mike Bramwell, 
a member of our Riley car club. His Honda MG 
had broken down in McCarthy Road. He and 
his bride, Lee were in Maleny to look at the En-
deavour home that was being raffled. He had 
called the local tow truck company, but they 
had left him on hold for 20 minutes and could I 
help? The car was only 5 minutes away, so the 
fabricating was halted, the car trailer hooked 
up and the restraining straps put in the back  of 
the Cruiser. At arrival, members of the horse-
less carriage club were directing traffic and 
helping keep the Honda safe – not that it was 
parked dangerously or that there was a lot of 
traffic. The Horseless carriage club was only 
meters away. So while they were directing traf-
fic Mike introduced me to his bride, Lee.  

Above: Dairy farm to the left, not very far in 
the background a Horseless Carriage  Club 
member directing traffic and in the middle 
ground a Honda being lined up to the car 
trailer 

One of the horseless carriage members of-
fered a tow rope. After a few minutes it was 
decided to move further down the road away 
from the corner and let the Honda roll down 
the slight slope to the trailer. The tow rope was 
helpful as the car sat very low to the ground. 
After a few minutes the car was dragged up 
into the trailer and secured with the tie down 
straps and we headed off around the corner to 
the Treehaven retirement home.  

Dismounting was without incident and the Hon-

da was rolled into the garage and we retired to 

the rear veranda for a cup of tea and a glass of 

water. Mike decided to survey the damage and 

develop a plan to return the Honda to their 

home in Brisbane. My bride, Doreen invited 

Lee to stay upstairs while the men looked at 

the damage.  

Above: Honda surrounded by a Drophead, 

Riley 9 and a Falcon in the top garage, two 

RMB’s in the bottom garage with the odd 

few mechanical and body parts 

It turned out that the high tensile bolts that at-

tach the drive shaft to the rear drivers side hub 

had come loose. Some had come out altogeth-

er  and the end of the CV joint flailed about 

bending the remaining bolts and damaging the 

suspension.  

Soon afterwards a friend of Mike and Lee ar-
rived and took them to their home in Brisbane. 
Next morning Mike phoned and reported that 
he had engaged a tow truck driver and the out-
come was that next day Mike arrived at the 
garage and moved the car down to the road 
where he met a tow truck driver and pretty 
soon the Honda was on the tray and they set 
off for Brisbane. The accompanying pictures 
tell the story in more detail. 


